
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee, 

My name is Sue-Ann Calhoun, and I am the aunt of an incarcerated individual in Ohio. I am 

writing to express my concerns regarding House Bill 338 and the impact it could have on 

families like mine. 

My nephew made mistakes that led to his incarceration, but he is still a son, a nephew, a brother, 

and a loved member of our family. While prison has taken away his freedom, it should not take 

away the relationships that help him remain connected to the outside world and give him hope 

for a better future. 

For our family, visitation is more than simply seeing him. It is our opportunity to remind him 

that he is loved, supported, and not forgotten. It allows us to encourage him to continue making 

positive choices and working toward becoming a better person. Those visits provide comfort not 

only to him but also to the family members who worry about him every day. 

The communication tablets have become just as important. Through messages and calls, we can 

stay connected between visits, share family news, celebrate milestones, and offer support during 

difficult times. These tablets help bridge the gap created by incarceration and allow families to 

remain involved in the lives of their loved ones. 

Many families cannot visit as often as they would like due to work schedules, distance, financial 

hardships, health concerns, or caregiving responsibilities. For those families, tablet 

communication may be the primary way they maintain meaningful contact. Any reduction in 

access to these tools would place an even greater burden on families who are already struggling 

to stay connected. 

Research and common sense both tell us that strong family support plays a critical role in 

rehabilitation and successful reentry. When incarcerated individuals maintain healthy family 

relationships, they are more likely to remain focused on positive goals and less likely to become 

isolated from the people who care about them. 

I understand the need for accountability and safety within our correctional system. However, I 

respectfully ask that lawmakers consider the unintended consequences House Bill 338 may have 

on innocent family members and on the rehabilitative value of family connections. 

Please do not make it harder for families to stay connected to their loved ones. Visitation and 

communication are not privileges only for the incarcerated person—they are lifelines for the 

families who continue to stand beside them. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Sue-Ann Calhoun  

A Concerned Aunt of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident 



 


