Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Tyler Benskin, and | am a close friend of an incarcerated individual in Ohio. Thank
you for allowing me to provide testimony regarding House Bill 338.

| am writing because | have personally witnessed the positive impact that family connections,
communication, education, and personal growth opportunities can have on someone during
incarceration.

| have known my friend for many years, including before his incarceration and throughout his
time in prison. The person | see today is not the same person who entered the correctional
system years ago. Through hard work, self-reflection, education, faith, and support from those
who care about him, | have watched him mature, take accountability, and become a better man.

One of the biggest reasons | have been able to witness that growth is because we have been
able to maintain communication through the tablet system. Through messaging and phone
calls, we stay connected and continue conversations about life, personal goals, family, faith,
education, and the future. Those communications have allowed me to see firsthand the
progress he has made and the person he is striving to become.

The educational opportunities available through the tablet have also played an important role in
his development. Over the years, he has shared information he has learned, discussed books
and educational materials, and talked about ways he is working to improve himself. These
resources help incarcerated individuals continue learning, expanding their knowledge, and
preparing for life after prison.

| am also concerned about any changes that could affect contact visitation. There is a significant
difference between seeing someone through a barrier and being able to sit face-to-face at a
table. Contact visits allow people to maintain genuine human connections that are difficult to
replicate through any other form of communication.

The simple act of sitting together, having a conversation, sharing a laugh, or exchanging a hug
reminds incarcerated individuals that they are still human beings and that there are people who
believe in them and support their efforts to change. Those moments matter. They provide
encouragement, accountability, and hope.

| have personally seen how meaningful those visits are. They reinforce the progress my friend
has made and remind him that he still has a support system waiting for him outside of prison.
That support system is one of the strongest motivations for continued growth and
rehabilitation.

House Bill 338 concerns me because | believe that limiting meaningful contact, communication,
and access to educational resources could undermine the very things that encourage positive



change. If our goal is rehabilitation, we should be protecting the tools that help people improve
themselves, stay connected to supportive relationships, and prepare for successful reentry into
society.

My friend's transformation did not happen overnight. It happened through years of effort,
accountability, education, faith, and continued connection to the people who care about him. |
have watched him become more thoughtful, more responsible, and more focused on living a
positive life.

| respectfully ask the Committee to consider the impact House Bill 338 may have on individuals
who are genuinely working to better themselves and on the families and friends who support
them. Please protect contact visitation, preserve access to communication tablets, and continue
supporting opportunities for education and personal growth.

The changes | have witnessed in my friend are proof that rehabilitation is possible. The
connections and resources that helped create that change should be strengthened, not
reduced.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the people of Ohio.
Respectfully,

Tyler Benskin
Friend of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident



