My name is Christopher Ross, and | am the brother-in-law of an incarcerated individual in Ohio.
Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony regarding House Bill 338.

| understand that people in prison are being held accountable for their actions. However, | am
concerned that House Bill 338 could unintentionally harm the very family connections that help
people become better versions of themselves and successfully return to society.

My brother-in-law is more than an inmate number. He is a husband, a father, a son, a brother,
and an important part of our family. While incarceration has separated him from the people he
loves, our family continues to support him because we believe that strong family relationships
play a critical role in rehabilitation and personal growth.

One of my greatest concerns is the impact this bill could have on contact visitation. Contact
visits provide something that cannot be replicated through glass barriers, video screens, or
phone calls. The ability to sit together at a table, shake hands, share a hug, and simply be
present with one another helps maintain family bonds that are already strained by
incarceration.

Some people may view small moments during visitation as insignificant, but for families like
ours, they mean everything. Sitting together and sharing a meal or snack purchased from the
facility vending machines may seem ordinary, but it allows us to experience a brief moment of
normalcy. For a short time, we are able to have a conversation, laugh together, share memories,
and feel like a family again.

The hugs at the beginning and end of each visit are especially important. Those few seconds of
human connection provide comfort, reassurance, and hope. They remind my brother-in-law
that he is still loved and supported, and they remind our family that despite the walls and
fences, he is still one of us. No phone call, video visit, or conversation through glass can replace
the emotional impact of a hug from family.

| am also concerned about any reduction in access to communication tablets. These tablets
have become a lifeline for many incarcerated individuals and their families. They allow us to stay
connected between visits, share family updates, discuss important events, offer
encouragement, and maintain meaningful relationships despite the distance.

Beyond communication, tablets provide opportunities for education, personal growth, and self-
improvement. Access to educational materials, reading resources, programming, and other
constructive content helps individuals develop skills, expand their knowledge, and prepare for a
better future. If our goal is rehabilitation, we should be supporting tools that encourage learning
and positive development rather than limiting them.



My brother-in-law cannot grow, learn, and prepare for life after incarceration in isolation. Family
support and access to educational resources are among the most effective tools available to
help someone change their life for the better.

| respectfully ask this Committee to consider the impact House Bill 338 may have on families
throughout Ohio. Please protect contact visitation, preserve access to communication tablets,
and maintain opportunities for incarcerated individuals to continue learning, growing, and
staying connected to the people who care about them.

The loss of freedom is the punishment. The loss of family connection, human contact, and
opportunities for personal growth should not be.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the people of Ohio.
Respectfully,

Christopher Ross
Concerned Brother-in-Law of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident



