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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, and Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, thank you for the
opportunity to submit interested party testimony on HB 338.

We want to express our deepest condolences and heartbreak over the tragic death of Officer Lansing.
We are grateful for his service and for all who serve daily in Ohio’s prisons. Correctional officers carry
an extraordinary burden, and the Ohio General Assembly along with the Ohio Department of
Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) has a responsibility to ensure that every prison is safe for both
staff and those in custody.

As the nation’s largest Christian nonprofit equipping the Church to serve currently and formerly
incarcerated people and their families, Prison Fellowship writes to express concerns regarding a
couple provisions of HB 338. We appreciate the bill's attention to officer safety and the thoughtful
benefits the bill provides to families when an officer is killed in the line of duty.

Our communities are safest when correctional institutions are secure, correctional officers are
protected, while also creating an environment where men and women behind bars have access to
rehabilitative and educational opportunities that support successful reentry.

First, the bill would remove higher education at high-security facilities. While it may be appropriate for
ODRC to limit opportunities for certain individuals, statutorily limiting access to higher educational and
vocational opportunities would hinder rehabilitation efforts in Ohio. In Ohio, roughly 94% of the prison
population will return to society, and there is a strong correlation between educational opportunities
and lower recidivism rates." According to a 2023 study, findings indicate that participating in a prison
education program would decrease the likelihood of recidivism by 14.8%.2 Higher educational
programming gives Ohioans behind bars something to strive for—a degree, certificate, or credit that
directly affects the outcome of their success upon release.

Second, HB 338 would require a systematic removal of personal tablets for those residing at a “high
security” institution. While there should be clear guidelines for usage of tablets, they are valuable
resources to hold important documents and keep ties to loved ones that are important while behind
bars. Tablets also house the prison handbook, grievance process, an accessible Bible, and
connections to home.

For these reasons, we ask lawmakers to consider removing the higher education provision and the
provision to widely remove tablets from certain facilities from HB 338, while continuing to pursue
meaningful reforms that strengthen safety for correctional officers and for all who live and work inside
of Ohio’s prisons.

Sincerely,
Sarah Henry

Sr. Manager, State Government Affairs
Prison Fellowship
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