Dear Chairperson, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in opposition to House Bill 338,
known as Andy’s Law.

First, [ want to acknowledge the tragic loss that inspired this legislation and express
my sincere sympathy for Officer Andrew Lansing’s family, friends, and colleagues.
No correctional officer should face violence while performing their duties, and every
workplace should be safe.

However, | respectfully oppose House Bill 338 because I believe several provisions
of the bill prioritize punishment over effective rehabilitation and may ultimately
make Ohio’s correctional institutions less safe rather than more safe.

While holding individuals accountable for acts of violence is important, increasing
penalties alone does not address the underlying causes of violence within
correctional facilities. Research has consistently shown that meaningful
programming, mental health services, educational opportunities, and family
connections contribute to safer institutions and lower rates of recidivism.

[ am particularly concerned about provisions that limit access to communication
and rehabilitative resources. Maintaining family ties is one of the strongest
predictors of successful reentry into society. When incarcerated individuals are able
to communicate with their children, spouses, and loved ones, they are more likely to
remain engaged in positive behavior and less likely to reoffend after release.
Restricting these connections may have unintended consequences for both
incarcerated individuals and their families.

Additionally, policies that reduce access to educational and rehabilitative tools risk
undermining the very goals of public safety. Ohio taxpayers benefit when
individuals leave prison better prepared to become productive members of their
communities rather than returning to incarceration.

Protecting correctional officers and staff should remain a priority. However, safety
and rehabilitation are not competing goals—they are complementary ones. We can
honor Officer Lansing’s memory while pursuing evidence-based policies that
improve institutional safety, support staff, strengthen families, and reduce future
crime.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge the committee to vote no on House Bill 338 or
to amend the legislation to remove provisions that restrict rehabilitative



opportunities and family communication while retaining measures that directly
enhance staff safety.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Tameka Collins

Love One- Trumbull Correctional Institution/ John Kent



