Dear Ohio Senator,

| am writing to express my heartfelt and urgent opposition to House Bill 338 and the profound harm
it would inflict on incarcerated individuals, their families, and communities across Ohio.

The provisions that would eliminate or severely restrict contact visitation are especially alarming.
Physical contact between loved ones is not a privilege—it is a fundamental human connection that
helps preserve family bonds, supports emotional well-being, and encourages successful
rehabilitation. A hug from a spouse, parent, child, or grandchild can offer comfort, hope, and
reassurance during some of life's most difficult moments. No phone call, video screen, or written
message can replace the healing power of human touch. Eliminating contact visitation would cause
deep emotional pain, not only for incarcerated individuals but also for the children, parents, and
families who rely on these precious moments to maintain meaningful relationships.

| am also deeply troubled by the removal of tablets that currently allow incarcerated individuals to
communicate with family members, access educational materials, participate in programming, and
receive mail electronically. These tablets are far more than devices—they are lifelines that help
people stay connected to those who love them while working toward a better future. They provide
opportunities for learning, personal growth, and preparation for successful reentry into society.
Taking away these critical resources would increase isolation, diminish hope, and make the path
toward rehabilitation significantly more difficult.

In addition, reducing access to educational and rehabilitative programs undermines the very goals
our correctional system should strive to achieve. Education, vocational training, and rehabilitation
programs equip individuals with the skills and support needed to address underlying challenges,
rebuild their lives, and contribute positively to society upon release. Extensive research consistently
demonstrates that these programs reduce recidivism, strengthen families, and improve public
safety. Limiting access to them would be a step backward for both individuals and communities
throughout Ohio.

Policies that increase isolation and reduce opportunities for communication, education, and
rehabilitation do not strengthen families or make Ohio safer. Instead, they foster despair, worsen
mental health challenges, weaken family connections, and create greater obstacles to successful
reintegration. When people lose hope and support, everyone pays the price—including families,
neighborhoods, and taxpayers.

| respectfully and strongly urge you to oppose HB 338 and any provisions that would eliminate
contact visitation, remove tablet access, restrict communication with loved ones, or reduce
educational and rehabilitative programming within Ohio's correctional institutions. Ohio's policies
should reflect compassion, evidence-based practices, and a commitment to helping individuals
successfully return to their communities.

Thank you for your time and consideration. | sincerely hope you will stand with Ohio families,
protect meaningful family connections, and support policies that promote rehabilitation, dignity, and
public safety for all.

Sincerely,
Kristina Hartman
Mother of an Inmate In ODRC



