
Good morning, Chairman and members of the committee.  

My name is Rudy Mwonyonyi and I'm here to give you an inmate's 
perspective on HB 338, which I've developed after speaking to Dr. Yazeed 
Essa, a good friend of mine serving his 16th year of a life sentence at Ohio 
State Penitentiary. 

If the stated intention of this bill is to decrease prison violence and improve 
staff security, then there are two very flawed provisions buried within this 
84-page bill that threaten to backfire and completely derail those goals by 
doing the exact opposite-- Increasing prison violence while also burdening 
Ohioans with tens of millions in additional taxes.  

I'm specifically referring to page 79, lines 2317 through 2325, section G1 C 
and D, which call for the elimination of all electronic tablets from Ohio's 
15,000 high-security inmates.  

It is a known fact that the number one cause of prison violence and 
recidivism is lack of contact with loved ones.  

That being said, let me paint you a picture of the extreme levels of phone-
related violence that existed prior to the introduction of phone tablets 5 
years ago.  

Back then, it was the wild wild west, with only one wall phone available for 
every 50 inmates. And gangs controlled those phones. So, if you didn't join 
a gang, you couldn't use the phone… making them the perfect gang 
recruitment tool.  

This inevitably led to fights and stabbings of not just inmates, but also the 
staff trying to stop the assaults.  

Today, that violence is gone since inmates can make unlimited calls right 
from their tablets.  

Tablets also address the number two cause of recidivism, namely the lack 
of educational and employment opportunities.  

They come pre-loaded with everything from GED prep to full-spectrum 
college courses, along with certification for computer science, plumbing, 
electrical, and other vocation.  



And with thousands of job listings, inmates can even apply for, and secure 
jobs BEFORE leaving prison.  

And since inmates can study directly from their cells, this directly addresses 
complaints of staff shortages by bringing the education to the inmates 
rather than shuffling 15,000 inmates to the education -- All at NO COST to 
the state.  

And eliminating tablets will actually cost Ohio's taxpayers DOUBLE, 
because the state will have to make up for the tens of millions in lost 
revenue the tablets generate annually, as well as having to reimburse 
another tens of millions MORE to settle the breach of contract lawsuit GTL, 
the tablet provider, has promised to bring forth.  

This will leave you to explain to your constituents why they now have to 
cover double those shortfalls when that revenue was already being happily 
paid for by inmates and their families.  

Also, Congressman Johnson and others have inaccurately claimed that 
90% of tablets are jailbroken. What they're referring to are the previously 
issued and long-obsolete JPay-branded gaming tablets from 12 years ago, 
most of which have already been repossessed.  

However, per the ODRC's own data, the currently issued Securus-branded 
tablets are fully encrypted and monitored 24/7, making them completely 
jailbreak-proof.  

And if you don't remember anything else today, then PLEASE 
REMEMBER THIS NEXT PART.  

If you're looking for absolute, ironclad assurances that tablets can never be 
used to traffic drugs again before you even consider allowing inmates to 
retain them- well then-  I'm afraid I can't give that to you… (Look up, pause, 
smile) that's because my proponents of this bill already did that for you 
without even realizing it.  

If you'll recall, nearly every correctional officer and proponent stood up here 
and said they felt generally positive about inmate tablets and wouldn't have 
an issue with them, if only there were a way to GUARANTEE inmates 
couldn't use them to transit and traffic drugs into the prisons through the 
visit room.  



On the other hand, they ALSO admitted that once non-contact visits behind 
glass are implemented, there will be absolutely NO WAY LEFT for drugs to 
enter prisons again.  

Now, combine those two admissions and you have basically arrived at the 
fact that once non-contact visits are implemented, it will become 
IMPOSSIBLE for drugs to enter prisons NO MATTER HOW MANY CALLS 
THE INMATES MAKE. 

Bottom line is, by virtue of fully securing the visit rooms, you also fully 
secure the tablets.  

In conclusion, having illuminated all the upsides and having eliminated all 
the security concerns, I urge you to remove the two provisions denying 
inmates their tablets. Thank you.  

I have some fact sheets available for anyone who wants them.  

 


