
Chair person, vice chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee,  

 

 

I support House Bill 388 and the goal of holding inmates accountable for their actions when 
they engage in violence, threats, or other serious misconduct. Accountability is an 
important part of maintaining safety for correctional staff, other inmates, and the overall 
operation of our prison system. 

 

However, I believe discipline should be targeted toward the behavior rather than removing 
the very tools that help reduce recidivism and encourage rehabilitation. Family visitation, 
educational programming, and tablet access often serve as positive incentives that help 
inmates maintain community connections, pursue personal growth, and prepare for 
successful reentry into society. 

 

Research consistently shows that inmates who maintain strong family ties are less likely to 
reoffend after release. Educational opportunities also improve job prospects and provide 
productive ways to spend time while incarcerated. Removing these opportunities may 
create additional frustration and isolation without addressing the root cause of 
misconduct. 

 

A balanced approach would hold inmates accountable through appropriate sanctions 
while preserving access to programs that promote rehabilitation. We can support staff 
safety and inmate accountability without eliminating visits, educational opportunities, or 
communication tools that help individuals make positive changes. 

 

True accountability should include consequences for bad behavior while still encouraging 
pathways toward rehabilitation and successful reintegration into society. 

 

This approach emphasizes that accountability and rehabilitation can coexist rather than 
being treated as opposing goals.  

 



This being said I respectfully ask the committee to vote no on this legislation or amend it to 
remove provisions that restrict rehabilitative opportunities and family communication 
while retaining measures that directly enhance staff safety. 

 


