OHIO HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES « COMMITTEE TESTIMONY

Written Testimony in Opposition to House Bill 338

Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Cheyenne Hudgins, and I am submitting this testimony in opposition to House Bill 338.

Before I address my deep concerns regarding this legislation, I must take a moment to express my
profound sorrow and heart-wrenching remorse over the tragic death of Officer Andrew Lansing. My heart
breaks entirely for his family, his loved ones, and his fellow officers who are enduring an unimaginable,
devastating loss. No one should ever go to work to protect and serve, only to not return home to their family. It
is an absolute tragedy that has shaken us all, and I stand in complete solidarity with the grief of his

community, praying for their healing during this dark time.

I completely understand and share the immediate desire to protect our corrections staff and ensure that
a tragedy like the loss of Officer Lansing never, ever happens again. However, as we look for solutions to
ensure safety, we cannot allow collective punishment to blind our justice system. All should not be forced to
pay a devastating price for the horrific actions of one. By stripping away basic human lifelines from an entire
population, this bill inflicts deep, systemic trauma on thousands of innocent, law-abiding families and

blameless children who had nothing to do with this tragedy.

I stand before you today not just as a citizen, but as a mother, a partner, and the anchor of a family
doing everything possible to survive the agonizing reality of incarceration. I have a significant other currently
incarcerated in an Ohio prison. Together, we are raising a young son who desperately loves and depends on his
step-parent. While I respect the necessity of safety and accountability within our correctional institutions, I am
deeply terrified of the irreparable damage House Bill 338 will inflict on families like mine by restricting

contact visitation, tablet access, vital communication, and educational opportunities.

One of my absolute deepest anxieties is the catastrophic impact these changes will have on mental
health. Incarceration is designed to isolate, but without the lifelines of family, it becomes a dark, hopeless
vacuum. For the individuals inside, the love and consistent communication from home are often the only
threads keeping them tethered to sanity, hope, and the motivation to reform. Contact visits offer a sacred,
irreplaceable healing that no static phone call or lagging video screen can ever replicate. Being able to sit
across from each other, look into each other's eyes, and share a physical hug isn’t a luxury—it is a baseline
human necessity. It reminds both the families on the outside and the individuals on the inside that they are still

human beings worthy of love, capable of redemption, and not entirely forgotten by the world.

As a mother, my heart breaks daily navigating the emotional minefield this situation creates for our
son. Children of incarcerated parents carry an invisible, heavy burden of grief and confusion that they did not

ask for and do not deserve. Regular, meaningful visits with his step-parent are the vital anchor to his emotional

Page 1 of 2



well-being and development. They reassure him that he is still cherished. When you slash opportunities for
real, face-to-face family interaction, you are no longer just punishing the incarcerated individual—you are
actively punishing innocent, vulnerable children. You are breaking the hearts of little boys and girls who count

down the days just to feel the comfort of a reassuring embrace.

Furthermore, limiting access to tablets and communication is a cruel step backward. For many inside,
these tablets are not entertainment; they are a lifeline to the light. They provide access to educational
materials, spiritual resources, and a direct line to the loved ones who keep them grounded. These tools keep
the darkness of total isolation at bay. When we provide healthy ways to communicate and learn, we foster

rehabilitation. When we strip them away, we breed despair.

The reduction or outright loss of educational opportunities is perhaps the most self-defeating aspect of
this bill. Education provides the ultimate pathway to self-improvement, job skills, and a successful reentry into
society. If our collective goal is true rehabilitation and reducing recidivism, we should be pouring resources
into expanding educational opportunities, not ripping them away. Education breeds hope, and hope is the

single most powerful tool we have to transform a life.

I live in constant fear of what will happen if this bill passes. Restricting visitation, communication,
tablet access, and education will inherently lead to crushing isolation, worsening mental health crises, and
shattered spirits. The collateral damage of House Bill 338 will be felt most acutely by the blameless families
and children who are weeping at home, counting the days, and praying for the safe, rehabilitated return of their

loved ones.

I respectfully, and urgently, ask you to oppose House Bill 338 as written, or to amend it fundamentally
to protect family visitation, tablet access, communication, and educational opportunities. Please do not turn

your backs on the children and families fighting to stay together through the storm.

Thank you for your time, your empathy, and your consideration of our lives.

Respectfully submitted,

Cheyenne Hudgins
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