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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 338.

My name is Karla Hoyt Hodge. | live in Mahoning County, and my son is currently incarcerated
at Mansfield Correctional Institution.

| believe in accountability. | understand that drugs and contraband create dangers for both staff
and incarcerated individuals. | support strong security measures, including drug-sniffing dogs,
as long as everyone entering a facility is subject to the same scrutiny—uvisitors, staff,
administrators, and contractors alike.

What | cannot support is eliminating the very things that help people remain connected to their
families and prepare for a successful return home.

When my son has a visit scheduled, everything changes. Being able to hug him reminds both of
us that he is still part of our family. Those visits are not simply a privilege. They are a lifeline.

My son is also the father of a five-year-old boy. The relationship they have today exists because
of in-person visitation. My grandson knows his father because they have been able to read
together, play together, and spend time together during visits. The visitation staff at Mansfield
have been kind and respectful to us when we come, and those moments of dignity matter to
families trying to stay connected.

In 2023, we lost my husband—my son's father. My son could not attend the funeral. During that
season, those visits and those hugs mattered more than | can describe.

HB 338 would remove contact visitation from many Ohio facilities. | respectfully ask you to
consider what that means for families like mine. Human connection is not the problem. It is part
of the solution.

My son is serving a sentence that does not allow him access to vocational programs, college
courses, or many educational opportunities. The educational applications on his tablet are some
of the only learning tools available to him, and he uses them.

If tablets are restricted and educational opportunities are reduced, what is being put in their
place? More idle time does not create safer prisons. More isolation does not create safer
communities.



The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction's mission is to reduce recidivism. Family
connections, education, and constructive activities help accomplish that mission. They give
people something to work toward and something to come home to.

If we want safer prisons, we need people who are connected, hopeful, and engaged. If we want
safer communities, we need people returning home better prepared for success.

Taking away contact visits, educational opportunities, and meaningful family connections does
not make Ohio safer. It simply makes the path home more difficult.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, and | would be happy to answer any questions.



