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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the committee,
thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 338.

My name is Kristen Tolbert, a resident of Lewis Center, Ohio, and the fiancée of an
incarcerated individual here in Ohio at Southeast Correctional Facility. I believe in accountability and
understand that drugs are infiltrating our prisons. Anyone who takes part in smuggling in illegal
contraband, is making it dangerous for both the people who work there and live there but If the goal of
this bill is public safety, then we need to be honest—this legislation will do the exact opposite.

I am not speaking in theory—I’m speaking from real life. I see every day how critical
communication, access to programs, and family support are to rehabilitation. These are not
privileges. They are tools that help people change. Research consistently shows that maintaining
family contact reduces recidivism and studies have repeatedly linked family contact to improved
behavior while incarcerated and better long-term outcomes after release.

As someone who supports an incarcerated loved one, I can personally attest that
communication is not a luxury. It is often the primary way families encourage accountability,
maintain relationships, assist with reentry planning, and provide emotional support. Family members
become part of the rehabilitation process. Policies that weaken those connections ultimately harm not
only inmates but also spouses, fiancées, children, parents, and the communities to which these
individuals will eventually return.

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction’s mission is centered on reducing
recidivism and preparing individuals for successful reentry into society. Ohio has invested significant
resources into evidence-based rehabilitation and reentry programs because the research shows that
individuals who maintain family ties and remain connected to positive support systems are less likely
to reoffend after release. Legislators should be building upon those successes rather than adopting
policies that may increase isolation and hinder rehabilitation. When you take away access to
communication tools, educational resources, programming, or visitation rights, you are not creating
accountability—you are creating isolation. And isolation does not rehabilitate people. It breaks them
down. Level 3 and Level 4 inmates need more access to resources, not more of the same environment
they were in when they committed their crimes.

My loved one will come home one day. Just like thousands of others across this state. The
question is—do we want them to come home better, stable, and supported? Or disconnected,
discouraged, and set up to fail?

I respectfully ask this committee to reject this legislation and instead support policies that
enhance public safety through rehabilitation, education, family engagement, and successful reentry.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



