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Sir or Madam, 

 

 There is no debate that the atrocity that occurred involving Officer Andrew Lansing 

brings into question the safety of those serving their communities behind the prison walls, there 

is debate regarding how to mitigate these dangers. There are many positive attributes to the 

“Andy’s Law” bill that is currently being presented, there are also many attributes that will not 

only alienate families but also increase the risk of violence behind bars.  

 Removing educational opportunities and methods of contact for families will not only 

increase behavioral issues in institutions but diminishes the purpose of “Rehabilitation”. Many 

people that are incarcerated are going to be released eventually into our communities, do we 

want to increase the issues with people being released with an “institutionalized” mentality, or do 

we want to give them a chance at being productive citizens?  

 The vast majority of those incarcerated are trying to do their time, participate in what 

they can, and go home at the end of their sentence. Decreasing access to family, which is one of 

the few contacts many have while incarcerated, will continue the dehumanization of those 

incarcerated. This will increase violence when people lose hope. With nothing to lose people are 

more likely to act out.  

 There are alternatives that will decrease violence and adverse behavior, while still 

promoting safety for those that are employed within ODRC. Increase education, increase access 

to families within a manner that is behavior based. For those that exhibit adverse behaviors take 

these incentives away, while offering these incentives to those that are modeling the desired 

behaviors.  

 There needs to be an increase in mental health services in ODRC prisons, an increase in 

educational and training programs, and an increase in pro-social programming. These are the 

methods that are going to decrease prison violence. Improve hope for positive outcomes, 

decreasing hope will only cause those incarcerated to behave no better than the feral animals so 

many treat them as. 



 Don’t do this just for those incarcerated, do this for the communities they will one day 

return to, do this for the voting public that needs people to overcome these past criminal 

behaviors and become better neighbors and productive citizens. Do this for the families that will 

one day have their loved ones home with them and need them to have the tools that are needed to 

be a better person. Do this to reduce recidivism and make our state a better place for everyone. 

 Our prison system already devalues and dehumanizes those that are incarcerated, help us 

make our communities stronger by providing better instead of worse. 

 

 

 

Thank you, 

Shiloh Rafferty 


