
Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony regarding House Bill 338, known as Andy’s Law. 

First, I would like to extend my deepest condolences to the family, friends, and coworkers of 
Correction Officer Andrew Lansing. No individual should ever be taken from their loved ones at 
the hands of another person. What happened was a horrific act, and I understand why this 
legislation is being considered. I also understand the desire to protect correctional officers and 
prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future. 

I support taking additional precautions to improve the safety of correctional staff. I understand 
the importance of securing our prisons against contraband and ensuring that inmates who 
choose to harm correctional officers face appropriate consequences for their actions. The men 
and women who work in our correctional facilities deserve to return home safely to their families 
at the end of every shift. 

However, I respectfully oppose the portions of House Bill 338 that would remove educational 
opportunities and require no-contact visitation for all Level 3 and higher security inmates. 

Every human being deserves the opportunity to maintain a connection with their family. My 
father has been incarcerated for many years. While he is serving his sentence, our family has 
also lived with the consequences of that separation. We have missed holidays, birthdays, 
milestones, and countless memories that can never be replaced. Despite that, visitation has 
allowed us to preserve our relationship and maintain a sense of family. 

My father has ongoing health conditions, and there is always the possibility that his health could 
take a turn for the worse. Knowing that I could be forced to see him only through glass, unable 
to hug him or share a simple moment of human connection, is heartbreaking. His grandchildren 
deserve the opportunity to know their grandfather as a person, not simply as a face behind a 
barrier. Children do not understand security classifications. They understand love, family, and 
connection. 

A blanket policy that removes contact visitation based solely on security level punishes families 
who have committed no crime. My father’s security classification does not change the fact that 
he is a father, a grandfather, and a human being. 

Family visitation does more than benefit loved ones on the outside. It benefits inmates as well. 
Seeing family members once or twice a month provides encouragement, hope, and motivation 
to continue improving themselves. It reminds them that they still have people who care about 
them and a reason to work toward becoming better individuals. Strong family connections help 
people maintain accountability, improve behavior, and hold onto a sense of purpose during 
incarceration. 

I am equally concerned about the removal of educational opportunities. Education should not be 
viewed as a privilege reserved for only certain people. It is one of the most effective tools for 
rehabilitation. It gives inmates structure, goals, skills, and something positive to work toward. 



For many incarcerated individuals, education is the first opportunity they have ever had to truly 
invest in themselves and their future. 

Every inmate is an individual. A security classification does not tell the entire story of who a 
person is or who they may become. No matter how many times someone has been incarcerated 
or how long they have served, people are capable of growth and change. Taking away 
educational opportunities removes one of the very things that encourages that change to 
happen. 

Protecting correctional officers and strengthening prison security are important goals, but basic 
humanity should not be confused with a security threat. Family connections and educational 
opportunities are not the same as excusing misconduct. They are tools that promote 
rehabilitation, personal growth, and hope. Removing them impacts not only inmates, but also 
the families who support them and the communities to which many will eventually return. 

I respectfully ask that you please consider voting no on House Bill 338, or at the very least 
reconsider the provisions that remove educational opportunities and contact visitation. I believe 
Ohio can continue to protect correctional officers and strengthen prison safety without taking 
away these important avenues for rehabilitation and family connection. 

Thank you again for allowing me, and many other Ohioans, the opportunity to share our 
opinions and perspectives on this matter. I appreciate your time and consideration. 

Thank you, 
Sydney hall 
Ohio 


