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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 
committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 338. 

My name is Melissa Harvin, and I am a resident of Columbus, Ohio and I have a son who is 
currently incarcerated at Lebanon Correctional Institute. 

As a parent… I agree with any measures that IMPROVE the safety and health of prison staff 
and incarcerated Ohioans. 

I heartily AGREE with certain measures of this bill, including:  

●​ increased time for violent acts towards prison staff; 
●​ accountability for anyone involved with bringing substances into our prisons, making it 

dangerous for both the people who work there and those who live there; 
●​ the use of drug-sniffing dogs and I believe they should be used for EVERYONE entering 

a facility to include guards, administrators, and contract employees as well as visitors - 
all should be monitored in the same way.  

As a parent…  I strongly DISAGREE with any measures that REDUCE the safety and health of 
prison staff and incarcerated Ohioans.  

I am deeply concerned that the punitive measures of this bill will NOT REDUCE violence 
in our prisons; rather, that they will HEIGHTEN tensions between incarcerated men and 
prison staff due to:  

●​ Increased feelings of isolation, depression, and anxiety. 
●​ Higher stress levels, exacerbating any mental health conditions. 
●​ Disruption of family bonds, which can affect inmates’ reintegration after release, and 
●​ Increase the rate of recidivism.  

As a fellow human being… with innate dignity that comes from being made in the image of God, 
I feel that it is wrong for these punitive measures to be applied to ALL incarcerated 
individuals due to the crimes of a few. I propose instead the following: 

●​ Remove these privileges from THE GUILTY for a period of time. 
●​ Allow hope to remain that privileges can be restored, giving incarcerated Ohioans 

something to strive for.  
●​ Provide staff with as many tools and POSITIVE motivators of good behavior as possible.  



The current language requiring the elimination of a higher education in high security 
facilities is particularly concerning. National Research from the Rand Corporation 
demonstrates that correctional higher education reduces recidivism by 43%, making it one of 
the most effective tools for public safety. Removing these programs increases idleness, 
which is a primary driver of violence against staff. I’m asking you to strike from the bill the 
portions which deny contact visits and deny educational opportunities. These are not 
deterrents of violence in our prisons! 

Furthermore, the proposed restrictions on personal tablets and the transition to their shared use 
present significant safety risks. For many Ohioans, these devices serve as the digital bridge to 
reentry supports, such as Prison Professors, and eventually to housing providers. Shared 
resources often lead to extortion and conflict among incarcerated people. These vital lifelines 
need to be preserved to support relational networks without further compromising institutional 
security.  I ask that you support an amendment allowing continued access to personal 
tablets. 

God forbid, you or someone you love is ever impacted by incarceration. If that were to happen, 
please ask yourselves if you feel that isolation and idleness would be the safest and healthiest 
environment for YOUR loved one. For my part, I can not bear the idea of not seeing my son for 
10 years. I can not even THINK about what that would do to him. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify, and I would be happy to answer any questions. 

 


