
Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks Hudson, and members of the 

Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to provide oppositional testimony on House 

Bill 338.  

My name is Lauren Jaeger, and I am a criminal justice doctoral student and higher education 

instructor inside Ohio’s prisons. I respectfully urge this committee to oppose House Bill 338 as 

currently written and, at minimum, remove the provision that would eliminate higher education 

programs in Ohio’s high-security facilities. I write as both an advocate for the safety of Ohio’s 

correctional staff, and as an advocate for higher education in prison—two goals that I believe are 

closely connected. 

As a doctoral student, I am trained to thoroughly evaluate criminal justice policy and to create, 

analyze, and disseminate academic research. My colleagues have already provided, either written 

or in-person, strong empirical evidence regarding the benefits of higher education in prison. 

Rather than repeat those findings, I want to share what I have personally witnessed as an 

instructor.  

When I first decided to teach in prisons, I got the “looks” from people who I told. The “are you 

sure?” type of looks, the numerous concerned comments, and the questionable support. But what 

I am most proud of is being able to tell those same people about the students I have come to 

know—students who are respectful, engaged, and deeply committed to learning.  

In my classroom, students debate ethical dilemmas, examine complex social issues, and 

challenge one another's ideas through thoughtful discussion. For a few hours each week, 

education provides an environment that feels different from the realities of incarceration. It is a 

space where they are referred to as students instead of inmates, where they can refer to their 

fellow classmates as their colleagues, where they can express themselves without fear of ridicule, 

and where power imbalances seem to fade. In the classroom, they are no longer defined by their 

convictions. They are students. They are learners. And that is the beauty, and the power of higher 

education in a high security correctional setting.  

Ohio’s correctional officers deserve protection, accountability, and meaningful action in 

response to violence within our institutions. I share the same goal as the proponents, which is 

why I am deeply compelled to oppose this bill, knowing that what is in this bill will not 

accomplish that goal. Eliminating higher education programs does not address the causes of 

violence. Instead, it removes one of the few constructive opportunities that promotes personal 

development, positive engagement, and stability within correctional environments. 

Despite statements suggesting that this provision merely restricts access to higher education, the 

language of the bill clearly states “require the elimination of all” higher education programs at 

high-security facilities. I respectfully ask this committee to oppose House Bill 338 as currently 

written and, at minimum, remove the provision that would eliminate higher education programs 



in Ohio’s high-security facilities. Thank you for your time and consideration. I am happy to 

answer any questions. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Lauren Jaeger, M.S.  

Doctoral Student 

Prison Instructor & Educator  


