BEFORE THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
OPPONENT TESTIMONY ON HOUSE BILL 338

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the Judiciary
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide an oppositional testimony on House Bill 338.

My name is Dr. Nick Koenig, | am an educator and researcher studying the intersections of
environmental justice, climate change extremes, and incarceration at the University of Cincinnati. |
speak today on my own behalf as a concerned citizen and teacher who cares deeply about
expanding access to higher education and wishes to highlight how transformative education in
prisons truly is.

| first want to acknowledge the deep pain felt by the loss of CO Andy Lansing. The work of
engaging in the prison-industrial complex and what we call “corrections” requires immense
emotional and physical sacrifice, and | do not wish to overlook the labor contributed by a vast
network of Ohioans, including myself.

However, the policy proposals in HB 338 run counter to extensive peer-reviewed research showing
that harsher penalties and hyper-punitive responses increase tension and hostility within prisons,
particularly for youth—findings my colleagues here today have and will continue to share.’

Today, | want to focus on one of the most concerning portions of HB 338: removing access to
higher education in higher-security facilities.

To express this concern, | wish to share a story. Across my time teaching in higher education
institutions, | have had the immense pleasure of having over 440 undergraduate and graduate
students and this includes both incarcerated and non-incarcerated students. One of my most
meaningful semesters was Fall 2024 where | taught parallel courses with identical materials to
students in prisons and to your more typical first-year college students. The students who
consistently put in exponentially more hours and submit stellar course assignments are those in
prisons.

| have watched incarcerated students move from completely unfamiliar with climate science,
atmospheric chemistry, energy systems, and extreme weather to being able to trace the
interconnected webs of global biogeochemical cycles. Witnessing that growth is one of the
greatest gifts any teacher could ever ask for.

Truly, some of my very best students out of those four hundred and forty includes murderers,
rapists, and violent offenders that have formerly committed some, quite frankly, heinous crimes;



however, (1) I refuse to decide as an educator that this defines them as a student and (2) affirm the
fundamental ways in which higher education can beautifully and elementally shape someone's
behavior for the better, the latter of which is continually supported by rigorously-researched studies
that show how higher education—for decades—is one of the single greatest ways we can reduce
recidivism in the United States >

| respectfully ask this Committee to reject this bill as introduced and amended, and instead pursue
evidence-based solutions that make the lives of those inside and outside prisons safer. Thank you
for your time, and | would be happy to answer questions.

With Care & Gratitude,
Nick Koenig, PhD
Environmental Educator
Climate Scientist
Prison Instructor
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