Hello,

My name is Katrina Morgan, and | am here not only in support of my husband, but every inmate in
Ohio, their loved ones, and the community at large. My husband has done years and years in
prison, and has seen and heard some truly horrific and traumatic things while incarcerated. But the
issue at hand is not just an issue of Correctional Officer safety, but mental health, recidivism,
community, family, rehabilitation and most importantly, hope & love. As a wife, | not only realize
that the tablets, more than pay for themselves, But most importantly, they are a connection to the
“real world”, to family, to a future and to hope. Contact with loved ones is not only important to
rehabilitation, a successful reintegration to society, but VITAL to good mental health. By isolating
incarcerated individuals from their family, from the people who truly care about them, you are
setting them up for failure. Isolated incarcerated individuals will become more depressed, more
hopeless, and more likely to lash out, crash out, and cause harm to themselves or others. Taking
form them, their contact from the outside world, is not an appropriate form of punishment for rule
infractions, or having a higher security level. It is a denial of basic human rights, to be loved, cared
for and connected to their own humanity.

Additionally, | understand the desire to protect correctional officers from harm, but inmates also
need to be protected. Itis no secret, that correctional officers have used unnecessary force,
targeted retaliation, mocking and verbal abuse. If you want to insist that an inmate be sentenced to
7 additional years in prison for spitting, I’'m going to insist that all COs wear body cams 100% of the
time. Additional, in situations where we see inmates throw bodily fluids, or acting with any type of
violence towards a CO, | would insist body cam footage be reviewed. Any CO found taunting,
abusing, threatening, abusing power, etc, etc, should also be held accountable for the situation,
and danger, THEY incited through their own poor behavior. COs have been known to band together,
to pretend they have spit on, and use it as an excuse to taze, shake down, or otherwise punish
inmates. Now they can do that to steal years from someone’s life.

Please do not set these men, women, humans, loved ones, up for failure. They need MORE contact
with the outside world, not less. They need protection from rouge COs. They need connection,
hope, love and family. They do not need more isolation, and stiffer punishments. Southern Ohio
correctional facility, a level 4 facility, just lost a lawsuit in excess of $400,000, for retaliation, and
excessive force. The incarcerated individuals are NOT the only ones out of control. Safety
protocols, and procedures need to be reviewed and updated to prevent unnecessary violence. COs
should be held in a HIGHER standard, and have MORE accountability than the incarcerated
individuals. Not Less. | am here, | have written this, because | have seen, second hand, the worst
and the best of the prison system, and this proposed bill will move EVERYTHING about
REHABILITATION in WRONG DIRECTION. This is not the way. Hope is the last thing a lot of these
people have, don’t take that too.

Katrina Morgan.



