OHIO SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Ohio Statehouse

1 Capitol Square
Columbus, OH 43215
RE: Opposition to HB 338

June 10, 2026

Chairman Manning, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks Hudson, and
Members of the Judiciary Committee:

My name is Jami Nathan. | currently reside in Lima, but | am the Ministries Coordinator
for the restorative justice initiative of the Ohio Episcopal Area of the United Methodist
Church called All In Community. Overall, | serve and support approximately 1,100
United Methodist churches across the state. For the last decade in Ohio, | have been
working with those who are currently incarcerated, those who have returned home after
their incarceration experience, as well as families impacted by incarceration. | am here
today to express my deep concerns with House Bill 338 and the impact it will have on
the current population inside our state correctional facilities.

My interactions with incarcerated individuals began in 2016 when | became the Lead
Teacher at the Corrections Center of Northwest Ohio in Stryker (a.k.a. CCNO). CCNO
is a facility that oversees the incarceration sentences of both men and women from the
counties in that area, those who are under post release control through the Ohio
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, and those who were under the charge of
the US Marshal Service. During my 4-year tenure, | had the privilege of assisting over
70 residents at CCNO to obtain their GEDs. What a blessing it was to witness
transformation as each step in the process was completed to earn their diplomas.
Education is so important for those who are incarcerated so that they can learn new
ways of living, working, and behaving.

One particular 38-year-old resident comes to mind who struggled to pass his final exam
in math. Long division was a challenge because his brain had been altered from years
of drug use from coping with hard times. After he had repeatedly been shown different
ways to do long division, he turned to me and apologized for not understanding. As we
took a break for a moment, | asked him why it was so important for him to earn his
GED. He looked at me and said that he wanted to be able to help his 6-year-old
granddaughter complete her homework when he returned home. As | reconciled the
fact that he was 38 and his granddaughter was 6 in my mind, | realized that we as a
society had failed him and put him on the wrong path at a young age. But now, he was
taking the opportunity to improve himself and change the trajectory of his future and his
family’s future. Education is important for those who are incarcerated so that they can
learn new ways of living, working, and behaving in our society. It is a key component in
the rehabilitation of a person.



Atfter | left CCNO during the COVID pandemic, | assumed my current role with All In
Community. Our purpose is to engage individuals, churches, criminal justice
professionals, and community leaders at the local level to restore hope and support
healing in lives involved in the criminal justice system. We do this through ministry
initiatives that engage residents inside our correctional facilities as well as through
support of the residents as they return home into our communities.

One of our key initiatives, which is endorsed by ODRC, is HOPE Letters. HOPE Letters
is a mentorship through correspondence ministry that helps to prepare those who are
returning home for what is waiting for them outside the prison walls. Our mentors help
their mentees to learn what it means to build healthy, faith-based relationships. And,
they have continued to offer words of hope and encouragement even through the
necessary changes that were made to the ODRC mail policy. Each letter that is sent to
the mentees is scanned and uploaded to their tablets. If the tablets are removed, even
for some of the current population in the state system, the disconnection will create
isolation. Through isolation, the risk of self-harm or harm to others will increase and all
opportunities for rehabilitation will disappear. How would we, as HOPE Letters mentors,
be able to communicate with our mentees if tablets are taken away? And, beyond that,
how would the residents communicate effectively with their families to strengthen
relationships in preparation for their eventual return home? We know through in Ohio at
least 95% of those currently incarcerated will return home.

All In Community also supports the Christmas Miracle family events with Four Seven
Ministries at all the state correctional facilities. Residents are allowed to apply and be
considered to participate with their families during the month of December to celebrate
Christmas together. The opportunity to build and secure family bonds is crucial to the
rehabilitation processing. Witnessing first-hand the excitement and love that each
resident has for their family members as they prepare for the special visit is something
beautiful to behold. Relationship bonds are more deeply formed by families that attend
and participate. Removing family visits will isolate residents from the realities of the
world. Through isolation the risk of self-harm or harm to others will increase and all
opportunities for rehabilitation will disappear.

As a member of the United Methodist Church and as the leader of a United Methodist
ministry that supports those impacted by the criminal justice system, | would be remiss if
| didn’t act to speak on behalf of those who have no voice here, our currently
incarcerated individuals. As United Methodists “we believe that offenders must be held
accountable for criminal actions, particularly those that result in a loss of life or
livelihood, so we support measures that prevent, deter or eliminate crimes, and set
apart dangerous offenders. While insisting on accountability, we are also committed to
fair and proportional sentencing and to the humane treatment of those who are
imprisoned. We strongly support programs in prisons designed to promote
rehabilitation and restoration of inmates.” This proposed bill essentially eliminates
the word “rehabilitation” from the name of the Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and
Correction. By enacting this bill, educational opportunities will be reduced and
mechanisms to create isolation will be put in place. And yet, these are just a few of the



components that would impact the residents inside our state correctional facilities. Now
is the time to focus on safer working conditions for correctional staff but not at the
expense of rehabilitative efforts that will make our communities safer.



