Opponent Testimony on House Bill 338 (“Andy’s Law”)

Chairman Manning, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks Hudson, and Members of the Senate
Judiciary Committee,

My name is Chandra Mills, and | am submitting this testimony in opposition to House Bill 338, commonly
known as Andy’s Law. As a formerly incarcerated individual, | have firsthand experience with the realities
of prison life and the challenges of maintaining order and safety within correctional facilities. While |
understand and respect the desire to hold incarcerated individuals accountable for misconduct, | believe
portions of this bill will create unintended consequences that may actually make prisons more dangerous
for both staff and inmates.

One of my greatest concerns is the proposal to restrict or remove access to visitation and communication
tablets as a disciplinary measure. These are not simply privileges. For many incarcerated people, they
are the primary connection to their families, children, spouses, and support systems. Maintaining these
relationships is one of the few positive influences that encourages people to behave appropriately, work
toward rehabilitation, and prepare for a successful return to society.

When those connections are taken away, many individuals lose hope and become frustrated, angry, and
isolated. During my time of incarceration, | witnessed firsthand how important communication with loved

ones was to maintaining stability. Family contact often helped people calm down during difficult situations
and gave them a reason to avoid trouble.

Removing visitation and tablet access may seem like an effective punishment on paper, but in practice, it
can increase tension inside institutions. When people feel they have nothing left to lose, conflicts can
escalate more easily. Based on my experience, | believe this policy could lead to more fights, more
violence, and more disciplinary problems rather than fewer.

Additionally, restricting communication does not only punish the incarcerated person. It also affects
innocent family members, including children who depend on regular contact with a parent. Strong family
connections are one of the most important factors in reducing recidivism and helping people successfully
reintegrate into their communities after release.

Public safety is best served when correctional policies encourage rehabilitation, accountability, and
positive behavior. Maintaining access to family support systems is a critical part of that process. Taking
away those supports may satisfy a desire for harsher punishment, but it risks creating a more volatile
prison environment and undermining efforts to reduce future crime.

| respectfully ask the committee to consider the real-world impact these provisions may have on
institutional safety, family relationships, and successful rehabilitation. Based on my personal experience
and observations, | believe House Bill 338 will create additional problems within correctional facilities and
could ultimately make both inmates and staff less safe.

Thank you for your time and consideration of my testimony.
Respectfully,

Chandra Mills



