
​Statement​​in​​opposition​​to​​House​​Bill​​338​

​Chairman​​and​​members​​of​​the​​committee:​​thank​​you​​for​​listening​​to​​my​​testimony​​today.​

​My​​name​​is​​Abigail​​Smith.​​I​​am​​a​​resident​​of​​Marion,​​OH.​​This​​is​​my​​first​​time​​exercising​​my​
​voice​​before​​government​​officials.​​Certain​​unsettling​​elements​​of​​House​​Bill​​338​​have​​compelled​
​me​​to​​speak​​to​​you​​today.​​Specifically,​​the​​removal​​of​​personal​​electronic​​tablets​​from​
​high-security​​prisons,​​and​​the​​requirement​​that​​all​​visitations​​at​​high​​security​​institutions​​be​
​no-contact.​

​First,​​personal​​tablets​​have​​been​​an​​essential​​civil​​rights​​tool​​for​​my​​brother-in-law,​​Tommy​
​Meadows,​​who​​is​​incarcerated​​at​​a​​level​​4​​institution.​ ​Tommy​​Meadows​​is​​our​​beloved​​family​
​celebrity.​​He’s​​also​​a​​favorite​​of​​my​​four​​year​​old​​son,​​who​​loves​​getting​​calls​​from​​Uncle​​Tommy​
​because​​he​​can​​gab​​about​​transformers​​to​​him​​for​​an​​hour.​ ​Tommy​​is​​a​​celebrity​​because​​he​
​recently​​made​​headlines​​in​​Ohio​​after​​winning​​$404,000​​in​​a​​civil​​rights​​lawsuit​​against​​Ohio​
​prison​​officers.​​However,​​this​​path​​to​​justice​​was​​filled​​with​​pain.​​Physical​​abuse,​​medical​
​negligence,​​malfeasance​​on​​the​​prison​​grievance​​policy,​​terror​​of​​retribution​​by​​correctional​
​officers,​​and​​deep​​loneliness​​and​​isolation​​was​​the​​topic​​of​​conversation​​every​​day​​when​​he​
​called​​his​​wife​​(my​​sister)​​to​​share​​the​​latest​​in​​Ohio​​prison’s​​House​​of​​Horrors.​

​As​​I​​listened​​to​​these​​conversations,​​I​​began​​to​​see​​how​​the​​Ohio​​prison​​system​​depends​​on​
​secrecy​​and​​obfuscation​​of​​information.​​Blocking​​incarcerated​​citizens​​from​​communicating​​with​
​their​​loved​​ones​​is​​essential,​​so​​that​​misdeeds​​by​​prison​​staff​​can​​continue​​without​​knowledge​​or​
​penalty.​ ​For​​example,​​officers​​intentionally​​placed​​Tommy​​in​​isolation​​for​​weeks​​without​​cause​
​so​​that​​he​​could​​not​​speak​​to​​his​​wife​​about​​the​​abuses​​he​​was​​suffering​​at​​the​​hands​​of​​the​
​correctional​​officers​​he​​recently​​won​​his​​lawsuit​​against.​ ​Tommy​​would​​never​​have​​received​
​justice​​without​​the​​ability​​to​​communicate​​quickly​​with​​his​​wife.​​Having​​access​​to​​a​​personal​
​tablet​​was​​literally​​a​​life-saving​​measure.​​I​​am​​scared​​to​​think​​of​​the​​peril​​that​​other​​incarcerated​
​citizens​​could​​face​​without​​access​​to​​communication​​devices.​​The​​tablets​​are​​a​​tool​​for​
​defending​​civil​​rights,​​and​​to​​remove​​them​​is​​an​​intentional​​and​​malicious​​attack​​against​​justice​
​for​​incarcerated​​citizens.​

​Not​​only​​this,​​but​​families​​deserve​​to​​speak​​to​​their​​incarcerated​​loved​​ones.​​We​​love​​and​​care​
​for​​Tommy,​​and​​without​​him​​there​​to​​speak​​to​​us​​regularly,​​we​​would​​lose​​a​​valuable​​piece​​of​​our​
​family.​​Think​​of​​my​​son,​​who​​simply​​wants​​to​​talk​​to​​Uncle​​Tommy​​about​​transformers.​​Think​​of​
​incarcerated​​parents​​who​​would​​be​​further​​isolated​​from​​their​​children.​​Think​​of​​those​
​incarcerated​​American​​citizens​​who​​would​​not​​be​​able​​to​​advocate​​for​​their​​civil​​rights.​

​Second,​​I​​am​​concerned​​that​​the​​proposed​​legislation​​recommends​​that​​all​​high-security​​visits​
​be​​no-contact.​​For​​this,​​my​​only​​appeal​​to​​you​​is​​to​​please​​remember​​that​​our​​incarcerated​
​citizens​​are​​still​​human​​beings​​who​​need​​love,​​companionship,​​and​​family​​in​​order​​to​​rehabilitate​
​and​​heal.​​Tommy​​gets​​weekly​​visits​​from​​his​​wife.​ ​They​​sit​​at​​a​​table​​and​​hold​​hands.​​They​​draw​
​pictures.​​They​​play​​cards.​ ​What’s​​the​​harm​​in​​that?​​For​​a​​near​​lifetime​​behind​​bars,​​these​​are​
​the​​only​​sunny​​moments​​that​​make​​life​​tolerable​​for​​Tommy.​​Tommy​​has​​suffered​​immeasurably​
​at​​the​​hands​​of​​our​​prison​​system.​ ​Please​​do​​not​​kill​​him​​with​​this​​one​​last​​blow.​

​While​​I​​do​​understand​​that​​the​​intention​​of​​this​​proposed​​legislation​​is​​to​​prevent​​the​​trafficking​​of​
​drugs​​and​​needless​​violence,​​I​​fail​​to​​see​​how​​removing​​contact​​visits​​and​​tablets​​solves​​any​​of​
​these​​issues.​ ​It​​is​​common​​knowledge​​that​​prison​​staff​​are​​the​​primary​​means​​of​​transporting​



​drugs​​into​​prisons.​​Why​​should​​incarcerated​​citizens​​lose​​access​​to​​their​​loved​​ones​​because​
​they​​are​​being​​preyed​​upon​​by​​staff​​members​​who​​want​​to​​make​​illicit​​drug​​money?​

​In​​conclusion,​​please​​amend​​this​​house​​bill​​so​​that​​personal​​tablets​​remain​​with​​incarcerated​
​citizens.​​They​​will​​need​​to​​use​​this​​vital​​tool​​as​​they​​navigate​​the​​civil​​rights​​abuses​​that​​they​​will​
​inevitably​​suffer​​from​​in​​Ohio​​prisons.​​Further,​​please​​allow​​ALL​​our​​incarcerated​​citizens​​to​
​continue​​bonding​​with​​their​​loved​​ones​​through​​contact​​visits.​ ​These​​simple​​measures​​are​​all​​it​
​takes​​to​​ensure​​life​​is​​worth​​rehabilitating​​for.​

​Thank​​you​​for​​your​​time.​


