BEFORE THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
OPPONENT PARTY TESTIMONY
HOUSE BILL 338

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent party testimony on
House Bill 338. My name is Thomas Luettke, a criminal defense attorney and Reentry
Coordinator in Lucas County, and also president of the Ohio Association of Local Reentry
Coalitions (OALRC). OALRC convenes meetings throughout Ohio with local reentry coalitions
to share best practices and information sharing on pending legislation. I submit this testimony
both personally and on behalf of OALRC.

First, as an attorney, I know how much our Judiciary values positive social adjustment and
participation in programming to better one’s self while a person is incarcerated. This bill greatly
impacts and hurts higher security lever (3 and 4) inmates who are abiding by institution rules
and participating in educational and other positive social programming, that will allow them to
return to the community to be productive, tax-paying citizens one day. Access to the tablets
provided to inmates allow learning throughout the day when programming is limited. In
addition, research shows the positive impact contact visits with family can have on reducing
disruptive behavior while incarcerated.

ODRC has policies and procedures to handle disruptive behaviors, including individual
restrictions on access to programming and visitation, in addition to other penalties. This bill as
written punishes whole security levels based on actions a few. But also, let me be clear —I fully
support any additional measures that promote institution security but also have no impact
to individuals already doing the right thing and abiding by the rules.

Secondly, as president of OALRC, I see and hear daily the impact that programming/
educational opportunities can have on changing a person while incarcerated so they never go
back to prison. In addition, contact visitation that is supervised further allows individuals the
ability to remain in contact with loved ones and further helps individuals to maintain a positive
attitude and positive adjustment to incarceration.

Please AMEND provisions of the current bill to:

*Eliminate the sections dealing with creating a registry of sex conduct violators without
due process; *Eliminate all blanket security level provisions related to educational and
other programming; *Eliminate the blanket “no-contact visitation” provisions; * Eliminate

blanket provisions that remove access to tablets that provide educational information.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide this testimony.
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