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Chairperson, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Timothy Richardson, and I am here today to respectfully oppose House Bill 338.

I speak from lived experience. I am a formerly incarcerated individual who served over 22 years in
prison. During my incarceration, I witnessed firsthand the difference that meaningful programming
can make in a person's life. More importantly, I experienced that transformation myself.

When I entered prison, like many others, I carried unresolved trauma, poor decision-making skills,
and a limited understanding of how to successfully navigate life outside of incarceration. The
programs available to me provided something that punishment alone never could—an opportunity
to change.

Today, I have come full circle. I now enter correctional institutions not as an inmate, but as
someone providing programming and support to incarcerated individuals. I see firsthand how
rehabilitation programs strengthen inmates, families, and communities.

As someone who has lived this reality, I believe House Bill 338 moves us away from the very
principles that reduce recidivism and improve public safety. Limiting or undermining rehabilitative
programming does not make our communities safer. It increases the likelihood that individuals will
leave prison without the tools necessary to succeed.

I am living proof that rehabilitation works. Programs inside our correctional institutions are not a
luxury. They are an investment in public safety, family stability, workforce development, and
community health.

For these reasons, I respectfully urge this committee to oppose House Bill 338 and continue
supporting policies that expand access to meaningful rehabilitation, education, workforce
development, and reentry services.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Timothy Richardson
Formerly Incarcerated Citizen
Reentry Advocate and Program Facilitator


