Opponent Testimony on House Bill 338

Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on House Bill 338.

My name is Candace Hudson, and I respectfully urge you to oppose House Bill 338 or substantially amend
its provisions.

First, I want to acknowledge the tragic loss of Correction Officer Andrew Lansing and recognize the difficult
and often dangerous work performed by correctional staff throughout Ohio. Protecting correctional
employees is an important responsibility, and all acts of violence against prison staff should be taken
seriously.

However, House Bill 338 goes beyond addressing violence against correctional employees and includes
several provisions that may ultimately undermine rehabilitation, increase incarceration costs, and reduce
opportunities for successful reentry into society.

Research consistently demonstrates that educational and rehabilitative programming within correctional
institutions reduces misconduct, lowers recidivism, and improves institutional safety. Yet HB 338 contains
provisions that could eliminate higher education opportunities for individuals housed in higher-security
facilities. Studies conducted within Ohio prisons have found that participation in college programming
reduces violent misconduct and improves outcomes after release. Removing these programs may create
more idle time, increase disciplinary incidents, and make facilities less safe for both staff and incarcerated
individuals.

Another significant concern is any effort to reduce or eliminate in-person visitation. Family visitation is one
of the most important tools for successful rehabilitation and reentry. Maintaining meaningful contact with
loved ones strengthens family bonds, improves mental health, reduces feelings of isolation, and provides
incarcerated individuals with motivation to follow institutional rules and work toward a productive future.
For children, spouses, parents, and other family members, in-person visits offer a level of human
connection that cannot be replaced by video calls or electronic communication. Research has shown that
incarcerated individuals who maintain strong family connections are less likely to reoffend after release,
resulting in safer communities and lower correctional costs. Rather than restricting visitation opportunities,
Ohio should be strengthening family engagement because strong family support systems benefit
incarcerated individuals, correctional staff, and the communities to which individuals will eventually return.
Drugs in the prison system may be brought through visitation but the majority of the drugs are being
brought in through the staff, every day you see it in the news, it a huge profit for them and that should be
addressed before taking in person visits.

I am also concerned about provisions that would limit or eliminate tablet access for individuals housed in
higher-security prisons. Tablets are not simply entertainment devices. They provide access to educational
materials, vocational training, religious content, legal resources, mental health programming, and
communication tools that help incarcerated individuals stay connected to their families and support
systems. There has been a lot of talk about the tablets being "jail broke" but the tablets reset every night at
midnight. There's nothing more they can do on a tablet that they can do on a wall phone.



Public safety is best achieved through a balanced approach that combines accountability with evidence-
based rehabilitation, mental health services, substance use treatment, educational opportunities, and
workforce development programs. Policies that focus primarily on punishment while reducing access to
rehabilitative programming risk creating greater challenges for correctional institutions and communities
alike.

I respectfully ask the committee to reject HB 338 in its current form or amend the bill to preserve
educational and rehabilitative opportunities along with keeping in person visits and tablets while pursuing
targeted measures that genuinely improve safety for correctional staff.

Thank you for your time and consideration. I would be happy to answer any questions.
Respectfully submitted,

Candace Hudson
Understand Before You Judge



