
My name is Tanya Maus. I am educator in the Wilmington College Prison Education 
Program and a resident of Greene County, Ohio. I teach courses in History and Peace 
Studies in-person in the four-year Bachelor of Arts prison education program at Warren 
Correctional Institute and in Dayton Correctional Institute. 

I am writing to urge you to reject in its current form, H.B. 338, which will eliminate higher 
education for Incarcerated Persons (IPs) in high security prisons. I understand that this bill 
results from the horrific murder of an ODRC Corrections Officer at Ross Correctional 
Institute in winter 2024. There can be no justification for this brutal crime, nor any other 
violence or criminal behavior within the prisons, and I support a bill that creates greater 
safety inside Ohio Prisons. At the same time, removing higher education wholesale as an 
opportunity for those men and women who are working to transform their lives away from 
violence and criminal behavior through education can only further destabilize the safety 
inside the prison system. 

I work with numerous educators who teach inside prisons on a daily basis. I work with IPs 
inside Level 3 prisons several times a week. IPs who attend my classes are seeking to 
realize an education for a variety of reasons, first and foremost to better themselves and 
their potential for success once they leave the prison system. They also attend classes 
because they seek to use their time away from negative activities inside the prison. As they 
attend our program they often undergo tremendous growth and transformation in regard to 
navigating conflict nonviolently. Attending any Wilmington College classes provides a 
completely different way of understanding the world and motivates students inside Level 3 
prisons to reshape how they relate to each other as well as prison staff. All classes require 
classroom behavior that emphasizes mutual respect, safety, and care regardless of one’s 
role or position in an institution. Students who take these courses develop interpersonal 
skills that lead to greater stability and safety within the correctional facility. In May, 
Wilmington College awarded its first Peace Studies certificates to a small group of IPs at 
Warren Correctional. The four men gathered commented on the way that all the courses at 
Wilmington College had affected their outlook on their lives inside the prison. Mainly, they 
stated that learning with the College taught them that there are far more effective tools 
available for managing conflict than violence and that their time taking courses made them 
realize that they had a purpose. This purpose motivated them to stay away from negative 
environments created by other IPs in the prison system. These students talked about the 
need to model these interpersonal skills for those in their cellblocks. In sum, education 
and coursework inside gives a sense of purpose, provides IPs with ways to utilize their time 
that leads them away from violence, and allows IPs to model a different nonviolent way of 
relating to the correctional facility. These three aspects lead to greater security, not less. 



Taking away this opportunity from IPs, further destabilizes the environment and makes it 
less safe for all. 

Please note, that prison Educators do not have connections with drug trafficking, but seek 
only to provide a way to disrupt cycles of violence and disorder through education, which is 
shown by the data to be effective in reducing criminal behavior and recidivism even among 
those with serious crimes. Prison educators and higher education programs within the 
prison do not increase disorder and violence, but reduce it. In the case of the Wilmington 
College Prison Education program, educators do not carry electronic devices or even paper 
into the prisons. We do not provide our students with electronic devices such as 
Chromebooks. All educational materials (textbooks/readings) are thoroughly scrutinized 
and dog sniffed in the ODRC warehouses according to standard procedure, thus 
eliminating the concern about educators and involvement in drug trafficking. Moreover, 
incarcerated students become strong leaders inside the prison contributing to greater 
order and stability. 

If the goal of HB 338 is to create a more secure and safe prison environment for the security 
and safety of Corrections Officers, I urge you to remove the portion of HB 338 that would 
eliminate higher education institutions from high security Ohio prisons. 

Sincerely, 
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