
To the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

I would like to address, specifically, the language present in H.B. 338 that removes higher education from higher level 

correctional facilities.  

 

For the past two years I have been working at Warren Correctional Institution as a site coordinator for Wilmington 

College.  I work in concert with ODRC staff to meet the needs of incarcerated students and the instructors who teach 

them. I moved from Indianapolis to take this job having volunteered the last twenty years providing non-violence 

workshops in prisons there.  

 

How do you grow new and better habits?  By having short and medium-term achievable goals that have consequences 

when they are not met in a supportive environment.  To me, that is what college is.  The classroom is a space where 

you can prove yourself, to live into that voice that says ‘maybe I can do better,’ ‘maybe I can finish this class,’ ‘maybe 

I can make the Dean’s List.’  

 

It is a space in which, in my case at a male facility, the strong sense of competition that shows itself in sports or 

fighting is turned toward the prosocial channel of seeking to excel in class, to impress their peers, their professors, their 

families, as well as themselves.  

 

Here is a story that illustrates for me, a citizen, taxpayer, and invested party in the power of correctional education: an 

incarcerated student at Warren was telling me that his 12-year-old was telling his mother that he didn’t want to go to 

school.  After listening to his son, he said, ‘I understand that you don’t want to go to school and your daddy also 

doesn’t want to go to school, sometimes.  It can be hard.  But your daddy goes to school everyday and gets good grades 

because it is making him better. It is important.’ 

 

I understand the need to answer Andrew Lansing’s murder. Parts of this bill address that. But one thing that I have 

heard from some Correctional Officers I work with is that college, and school in its many forms, helps focus those 

incarcerated on the future and occupies their time and energies in ways that ultimately make ODRC staff safer.  And 

Wilmington College, specifically, engages students’ moral imaginations, because of its Quaker grounding in the 

practices of non-violence, challenging students to find positive, creative ways of dealing with conflict in their lives.  

 

I think we need individuals who raise their hand to say, I want to keep my community safe by keeping order and 

holding people accountable and I think we need individuals who raise their hand to say I want to keep my community 

safe by walking with people, through education, to expand their worldview and make better choices.  They are both 

needed and complement one another.  

 

Please allow those of us who are called to do the important work of rehabilitation through education to continue our 

work. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Aaron Nell 


