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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of
the Judiciary Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding House Bill 338. The
Alliance for Higher Education in Prison (“the Alliance”) is a national nonprofit
organization dedicated to advancing access to higher education in prison. We write today
to express our concern regarding Section 5120.012(F) of House Bill 338, which would
require the elimination of all higher education programs at high-security state

correctional institutions in Ohio.

Ohio has long been recognized as a leader in the field of higher education in prison. In
fact, in April of this year, our organization hosted the 15th National Conference on Higher
Education in Prison in Cleveland with our largest registration to date. Nearly 1,200 people
showed up over three days to connect and learn about higher education in prison, and
Ohio programs were represented throughout the conference. These programs did not
emerge overnight; the local individuals and organizations that showed up at the
Huntington Convention Center of Cleveland represent years of investment. Section
5120.012(F) would reverse decades of progress and eliminate much of the effort and
progress in correctional education that we witnessed at our recent conference. One of the
lessons we have learned is that successful prison education programs require years of
relationship-building to succeed. These partnerships, if lost, are difficult to rebuild. Thus,
the question before the committee is not whether higher education in prison can work.
Ohio has already answered that question in the affirmative. The question is whether the
state should dismantle educational opportunities that it has spent years building and
developing because of concerns about safety in selected institutions.

We appreciate the bill's emphasis on safety and share the belief that correctional
institutions should be safe places to live and work. However, higher education programs
and institutional safety are not competing priorities. This has been proven across the
country, repeatedly, even at correctional facilities with the highest level of security. We

are particularly concerned that the proposed language would make access to higher



education dependent on facility assignment. Two students with identical disciplinary
records and academic achievements could face entirely different educational
opportunities based only on where they are housed. Moreover, facility security
classification does not necessarily reflect educational readiness. Some of the most
dedicated students in prison education programs are housed in high-security facilities
and have spent years working toward academic goals to the benefit of themselves, their
communities, and their facilities. This provision would remove opportunities based on

housing assignment rather than merit or conduct.

The Alliance respectfully urges the committee to remove Section 5120.012(F) from House
Bill 338. We remain available to work with lawmakers, correctional leaders, educators,
and other stakeholders to identify approaches that support institutional safety while
preserving educational opportunities that benefit incarcerated students, correctional

staff, and Ohio communities.

Thank you for your consideration,

Alliance for Higher Education in Prison



