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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks Hudson, and members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 178. The Ohio
Alliance to End Sexual Violence (OAESV) is the federally designated sexual violence coalition of
rape crisis centers and allied organizations working to prevent sexual violence and support
survivors across Ohio.

OAESV strongly supports Senate Bill 178, which would establish the Task Force on Missing
women and girls who are Black, Indigenous, or People of Color.

Sexual violence, human trafficking, stalking, and other forms of gender-based violence do not
occur in isolation. They exist within broader systems of inequity that often place Black,
Indigenous, and other women and girls of color at heightened risk of victimization while
simultaneously creating barriers to receiving an effective response when they go missing.

The need for Senate Bill 178 is supported by troubling national data demonstrating the
disproportionate impact of missing persons cases on women and girls of color. According to the
U.S. Department of Justice, Black women and girls accounted for 97,924 of the 271,493 women
and girls reported missing in the United States in 2022—more than 36 percent of all missing
female persons despite representing approximately 14 percent of the nation's female
population.’

These disparities are reflected in ongoing concerns raised by advocates and families regarding
unequal media attention, inconsistent investigative responses, and systemic barriers that can
delay recovery efforts for Black, Indigenous, and other women and girls of color. Senate Bill 178
acknowledges the reality that many victim advocates encounter every day: communities
experience violence differently, and effective solutions require us to understand those
differences.

The task force established by Senate Bill 178 would bring together state agencies, community
stakeholders, service providers, and individuals with lived experience to identify gaps, collect
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meaningful data, improve policy, and develop recommendations that strengthen Ohio's
response.

Advocates across Ohio know that survivors are best served when systems and community
members collaborate. Senate Bill 178 applies that same collaborative framework to a crisis that
has historically received insufficient attention. Every missing woman and girl deserves to be
searched for, valued, and protected. By establishing this task force, Ohio can take an important
step toward ensuring that no community is overlooked and that our policies reflect the dignity,
worth, and safety of every person.

Thank you for your consideration of Senate Bill 178. OAESV respectfully urges the committee to
favorably report this legislation. | am available to answer any questions at egemar@oaesv.org.
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