Proponent Testimony on Sub HB 186
Presented by Christopher Galloway, Lake County Auditor
Date: November 3, 2025

Good afternoon, Chair O'Brien, Vice-Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Smith, and
esteemed Committee Members.

My name is Christopher Galloway, and | proudly serve as the Lake County Auditor and
as Second Vice President of the County Auditors’ Association of Ohio (CAAO). | am
here today to provide proponent testimony in support of Substitute House Bill 186.

A big thank you to former Auditors, Rep. Thomas and Rep. Hoops for their leadership
and introduction of HB186. Both sponsors worked as a team with the CAAOQO in
developing this important piece of property tax reform.

Why is Sub HB186 so important to our taxpayers? It eliminates the single largest
unvoted tax increase in Ohio history. One of the most important principles we have
been working under as we develop proper property tax reform is stopping unvoted tax
increases.

Sub HB 186 will cap the allowable property tax increase in 20-mill floor school districts
to the rate of inflation rather than the appraised property value increase that currently
occurs under HB 920.

This will immediately and directly impact taxpayers in the 483 school districts that are at
the 20-mill floor. This will be real property tax relief, as Sub HB 186 corrects a
fundamental problem in Ohio’s property tax system that has been exposed by the
historically abnormal housing market.

The retroactivity provisions of HB186 will provide true property relief in 2026 to Ohioans
who have been most impacted by the recent valuation spikes we’ve experienced. The
House amendments to HB 186 providing state revenue to those school districts that
have already budgeted and included in their five-year projections, was a major change
that allows these badly needed reforms to move forward under bipartisan support.

| encourage this committee and the legislature to move very quickly. There will not be
enough time for HB 186 to be in effect for first half tax bills, but there are administrative
functions County Auditors can do with support from the Department of Taxation to
provide the relief for first half tax bills, to ensure more Ohioans — especially those who
escrow their property taxes — will realize the benefits of this bill, immediately.



Sub. HB186 will provide meaningful and immediate relief that taxpayers are demanding,
and | strongly urge your support for Sub HB 186 and welcome any questions you may
have.
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