Chairwoman O’Brien, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the Local
Government Committee,

My name is Mackenzie Doyle and | am the Justice Promoter from the Sisters of Charity of
Cincinnati. | am writing to you as a concerned citizen of Ohio who is opposed to House Bill 186.
I know that Ohio needs property tax reform, but this is not the way by punishing schools that are
already struggling to fund themselves. It is no secret that the Speaker is trying to defund public
schools and the Fair School Funding plan has not been implemented despite years of bipartisan
work. This bill continues to eliminate ways that schools can keep themselves funded without the
support of the state.

Ninety percent of Ohio’s students currently go to public schools, despite over one billion dollars
going into the voucher system for the other ten percent of students. Now this bill will make it
even more difficult for Ohio schools to make up funding deficits. The cumulative effect of this bill
and others, including HB 335, along with abandoning the Fair School Funding Plan will lead to
layoffs, increased class sizes, reductions in course offerings, and cuts to essential academic
supports for students in many districts.

Policy Matters Ohio already showed in their testimony in the House how this bill fails to provide
adequate property tax relief for those in the poorest school districts while giving some of the
weallthiest property owners tax breaks.! | agree with their assessment and the Legislative
Service Commission’s findings. Property tax relief should target those who need it, not just
across the board cuts. Moreover, wealthy corporations should be more responsible for helping
pay for public services, especially those who cause harm to our communities or have over
decades. Yet this bill continues to exacerbate the root cause of the need for property tax reform,
cutting taxes for wealthy businesses and forcing homeowners to pay higher taxes to support
public services. That is not sustainable. The solution is to make businesses pay their fair share
in taxes to lower the burden on homeowners.

| urge you to vote against HB 186 as it fails to equitably address property tax reform and
continues to harm public education.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify,

Mackenzie Doyle

Justice Promoter for the Sisters of Charity of Cincinnati
mackenzie.doyle@srcharitycinti.org

513-347-1410
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https://policymattersohio.org/research/hb-186-would-harm-schools-to-pay-for-poorly-targeted-property-tax
-reform/
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