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Chairwoman O'Brien, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Smith, and members of the committee, thank
you for your time this morning.

My name is Scott Ellsworth. I am a CPA, a business owner and a real estate investor involved in both
commercial space and residential housing. Today, however, I speak to you in my role as President of the Ohio
Real Estate Investors Association (OREIA).

OREIA represents 13 chapters and thousands of real estate investors across Ohio—many of whom are local
housing providers. Our members work hard every day to improve their communities and offer quality housing
to Ohioans. They are a vital part of the housing ecosystem and local business community, and it's essential that
we support them with common sense solutions.

One significant challenge our members face is the burden of unpaid water and sewer bills. When service is not
shut off and a resident eventually moves out, housing providers are often left responsible for hundreds—and
sometimes thousands—of dollars in overdue water and sewer charges.

We have been advocating for this change for years. We have had a dozen different housing providers give
testimony both hear and in the House committee. This is something that is a significant issue for our members.
It is time to move on it.

The municipal utility companies are NOW asking for a compromise, a reasonable cap of some sort, a
conversation to meet in the middle. They have had 18 months to do that and have never once taken that step.
The original bill had a compromise, and they still fought against it. The truth is, they will say anything to keep
this from getting to the Senate floor because they know their practices defy common sense.

We urge you to vote YES on SB118—both in the committee and on the Senate floor—and help us put common
sense in place and keep Ohioans safely and affordably housed.

Thank you for your time on this matter.





