Ohio Senate Committees:

Senate Building Energy - Chair

1 Capitol Square Finance - Vice Chair

Columbus, Ohio 43215 Financial Institutions, Insurance & Technology
(614) 466-6508 Public Utilities

Chavez@ohiosenate.gov Rules and Reference

Transportation

Brian Chavez
State Senator
30th District

Sponsor Testimony - Senate Bill 313
Ohio Senate Medicaid Committee
April 14, 2026

Chairman Romanchuk, Vice Chair Huffman, Ranking Member Liston, and members of
the Senate Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor
testimony on Senate Bill 313.

Senate Bill 313 makes important changes to Ohio law by requiring insurance and
Medicaid coverage for scalp cooling systems for individuals receiving cancer
chemotherapy treatment, most commonly known as cold capping.

Cold capping is a therapy used to reduce hair loss caused by chemotherapy. Scalp cooling
works by lowering the temperature of the scalp, restricting blood flow to that area,
reducing the amount of chemotherapy that reaches the hair follicle cells thus helping to
prevent or reduce hair loss. This involves the use of a special cap or set of caps, cooled to
very low temperatures, and worn for a period of hours before, during, and after each
chemotherapy treatment.

It is important to emphasize that scalp cooling is not a cosmetic treatment, it is a
medically recognized supportive-care intervention. Hair loss is one of the most
emotionally distressing side effects of cancer treatment and can significantly impact a
patient’s mental health, self-image, and overall quality of life.

Studies show that up to 14% of women decline chemotherapy because they fear losing
their hair. Expanding access to cold capping can help remove this barrier to life-saving
treatment. Many insurance companies already cover wigs for cancer patients; by also
requiring coverage for scalp cooling, patients are given more choice and control over
their care.




While effectiveness can vary based on the individual, scalp cooling therapy offers a
promising option for patients looking to preserve this piece of their identity.

Beginning in January 2026, Medicare started covering automated scalp cooling. This
coverage includes the initial cap fitting and patient education, as well as pre-infusion and
post-infusion cooling. Senate Bill 313 builds on this progress by ensuring broader, more
consistent access to this supportive treatment.

Similar legislation has already been passed in New York, Louisiana, and West Virginia,
and is currently pending in at least 10 other states.

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony for Senate Bill
313. I would be happy to answer any questions.




