
To the Ohio Senate Medicaid Committee, 
 
My name is Carissa De Vault, and I am a 33-year-old metastatic breast cancer patient from 
Northwest Ohio. 
 
When I was diagnosed with metastatic breast cancer in May 2025, my world changed overnight. 
Cancer treatment affects every part of your life physically, emotionally, mentally, and financially. 
One of the hardest parts for many patients is losing their hair during chemotherapy. While some 
may see hair as “just cosmetic,” for cancer patients it is deeply tied to identity, privacy, 
confidence, and dignity during one of the most difficult times of our lives. 
 
My whole life i've been known for my long beautiful hair. I chose to use scalp cooling during 
chemotherapy, and it helped me keep 95% of my hair throughout treatment. Being able to look 
in the mirror and still recognize myself gave me comfort during a time filled with fear and 
uncertainty. It allowed me to maintain a sense of normalcy and helped protect my emotional 
well-being while going through treatment. 
 
However, scalp cooling was extremely expensive and was not covered by my insurance. 
Patients fighting cancer are already burdened with medical bills, medications, travel expenses, 
missed work, and countless other financial stresses. Access to scalp cooling should not depend 
on whether someone can afford to pay out of pocket. 
 
Every cancer patient deserves the ability to make informed choices about their care and quality 
of life during treatment. Scalp cooling is not vanity. It is supportive care that can help preserve 
dignity, mental health, and emotional strength during chemotherapy. 
 
I respectfully urge you to support SB 313 and help improve access to scalp cooling for Ohio 
cancer patients so that more people do not have to choose between financial hardship and 
preserving a part of themselves during treatment. 
 
Thank you for your time, consideration, and commitment to Ohio patients and families. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carissa De Vault 
Northwest Ohio 
Metastatic Breast Cancer Patient 


