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Good morning, and thank you for giving me the chance to speak today.

My name is Stella Huffman, and I am in 8th grade at Warren Middle School in
Vincent, Ohio. I'm here today not as a doctor or a politician, but as a daughter. I'm
here because my mom was diagnosed with breast cancer, and I got to see firsthand
how much cancer changes a family’s life.

When most people think about cancer, they think about the sickness, the treatments,
and the hospital visits. Those things are hard. But what people do not always realize
1s how many emotional parts of cancer there are too. One of the biggest ones is
losing your hair during chemotherapy.

I remember the day my mom told us she had cancer. One of my little brothers was
confused and scared, and the very first thing he asked was, “But mom, are you going
to lose your hair??” That moment has stayed with me ever since. He felt confident
that she was not going to die, but he was bothered about the thought of her being
bald and looking sick.

Some people might think hair is “just hair,” but for a lot of patients, it is so much
more than that. Hair is part of someone’s identity. It is connected to confidence,
privacy, and feeling like yourself during a time when almost everything else already
feels out of control.

Watching my mom go through cancer was hard. There were days when she was
tired, scared, and trying to stay strong for all of us at the same time. And even
though she fought really hard, I could still see how painful it was to know that cancer
would also change the way she looked to the world.

That is why Senate Bill 313 matters. Scalp cooling gives patients a chance to keep a
part of themselves while going through one of the hardest experiences. Using scalp
cooling does not take away the cancer or make treatments any easier, but it can help
protect dignity, confidence, and emotional well-being during a difficult time.

As kids, we notice everything. We notice when our parents are scared, even if they
try to hide it. We notice when they stop recognizing themselves in the mirror. And
we notice how much even small acts of support can mean.

No family should have to choose between fighting cancer and being able to afford
something that can help a patient feel more like themselves. Emotional health



matters too. HOPE matters, and Senate Bill 313 can give HOPE to patients and their
families.

My mom is not only a cancer survivor, but someone who turned her experience into
action to help other families. I am so proud of her for fighting for this bill, and I hope
you will support it too.

Please remember that behind every patient is a family, children, siblings, and loved
ones who are going through the journey with them. Senate Bill 313 is about
compassion, dignity, and helping people hold onto HOPE and a sense of themselves
during one of the hardest battles of their lives.

Thank you so much for listening. On behalf of our other siblings who are too young
to speak here today, we all sincerely ask you to support Senate Bill 313.



