
 

 

 

May 17, 2026 

 

Ohio Senate Medicaid Committee 
Ohio Statehouse, Room 110 
1 Capitol Square 
Columbus, OH 43215 

RE: Support for SB 313 

Chair Romanchuk and Members of the Senate Medicaid Committee, 

On behalf of Paxman, I write in support of SB 313, legislation that would help improve equitable access 
to scalp cooling treatment for Ohio patients undergoing chemotherapy. Paxman is a manufacturer of 
FDA-cleared scalp cooling systems used during chemotherapy treatment. 

Scalp cooling is an FDA-cleared treatment used during chemotherapy to help reduce chemotherapy-
induced alopecia, one of the most visible and emotionally distressing side effects of cancer treatment. 
Clinical studies have demonstrated meaningful efficacy in reducing chemotherapy-induced hair loss for 
many patients receiving treatment for solid tumor cancers, particularly breast cancer. 

The National Comprehensive Cancer Network (NCCN) Clinical Practice Guidelines include scalp cooling 
with a Category 2A recommendation for prevention of chemotherapy-induced alopecia. In addition, new 
Category I CPT codes became effective January 1, 2026, establishing standardized coding and 
reimbursement pathways that support broader implementation of provider-delivered scalp cooling 
services within routine oncology care. 

Scalp cooling systems are now integrated into oncology practice at cancer centers throughout Ohio, 
with availability at approximately 36 treatment locations statewide, including major academic and high-
volume oncology programs such as The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center (OSUCCC – 
James), Cleveland Clinic Taussig Cancer Institute, University Hospitals Seidman Cancer Center, Kettering 
Health Cancer Network, OhioHealth, and ProMedica Cancer Institute. 

Despite increasing clinical adoption and availability across major oncology centers, access to scalp 
cooling remains highly inconsistent. Many patients continue to face significant out-of-pocket costs 
associated with treatment, creating substantial disparities in access based largely on financial means 
rather than clinical need. As a result, patients receiving care within the same communities — and 
sometimes within the same treatment centers — may have very different access to scalp cooling 
depending on their insurance coverage and ability to pay. 

SB 313 would help address these inequities by establishing more consistent access to evidence-based 
side effect management for Ohio patients undergoing chemotherapy, regardless of financial means. 



 

 

Importantly, the bill aligns coverage with established FDA-cleared technology, existing clinical evidence, 
and recognized reimbursement pathways already being implemented across oncology care settings. 

For many patients, preservation of hair during chemotherapy is not simply cosmetic. Chemotherapy-
induced alopecia can affect emotional well-being, privacy, social functioning, professional identity, and 
willingness to pursue treatment. Expanding access to scalp cooling helps support the full patient 
experience during cancer treatment and advances more equitable access to cancer care. 

Momentum around scalp cooling access continues to build nationally. In addition to coverage mandates 
already in effect in New York and Louisiana, legislation has now been enacted in Maryland and West 
Virginia, with the West Virginia law notably including Medicaid beneficiaries and state-insured 
employees. Additional legislation including Medi-Cal coverage is advancing in California, and scalp 
cooling legislation in Connecticut is currently pending signature by the Governor. These efforts reflect 
growing recognition of scalp cooling as an established, evidence-based component of comprehensive 
cancer care and side effect management. 

SB 313 represents an important opportunity for Ohio to join this growing national movement and 
improve equitable access for patients undergoing chemotherapy. 

For these reasons, we respectfully urge your support of SB 313. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Melissa Bourestom   
Senior Director, Access, Advocacy and Government Affairs  
melissa.bourestom@paxmanusa.com 
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