Good Morning Chair and members of the committee,
My name is Cissy Kerrigan, and | am a representing Paxman Scalp Cooling

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today in strong support of SB 313 to require insurance coverage of
scalp cooling.

I come before you as a two-time survivor of breast cancer and chemotherapy treatment. | was diagnosed
with stage 3 HER2-positive breast cancer in 2004, and then again in 2012. During both rounds of treatment, |
experienced chemotherapy-induced hair loss. Like many people facing cancer, my first concerns were not
only about survival, but about how treatment and hair loss would affect my children, my privacy and my
ability to maintain normalcy.

Hair loss for patients is deeply personal. It is the most feared side effect of treatment in more than 75% of
patients and one of the most visible. It changes how others see you and how you see yourself.

At my second diagnosis | needed to seek employment before treatment was completed. | was trying to
move forward with my life, but employers ruled me out because of my appearance and the obvious fact that
| was receiving cancer treatment.

More than 71,000 Ohioans were diagnosed with cancer in 2025. Many of them will face the same emotional
and practical challenges that | faced if this bill is not passed.

That is why scalp cooling coverage matters.

Scalp cooling allows patients to live normally through chemotherapy treatment. Preserving hair can help
preserve their dignity, independence and self-esteem.

| have been with Paxman since 2017. | wanted to be a part of bringing this life changing treatment to
patients in the US. As an educator, | am fortunate to work with doctors, nurses and patients every day. | see
the positive impact of scalp cooling in patients who are grateful to feel and look like themselves.

Yet too many patients cannot access scalp cooling because insurance coverage is limited or unavailable.
Then the decision to scalp cool is often based on financial ability rather than medical need. For families
already facing enormous costs from cancer treatment, that is an unfair barrier.

This bill would help correct that imbalance. By requiring insurance coverage for scalp cooling, you would
make it possible for more patients to benefit from this option without being forced to pay out of pocket.

No patient should have to choose between financial hardship and preserving dignity during cancer
treatment.

| urge you to support this bill and help make insurance coverage for scalp cooling a reality for chemotherapy
patients. Thank you for your time, your consideration, and your commitment to patients and families across
this state.






