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Re: SB313

On behalf of the Ohio State Medical Association (OSMA), the state’s oldest and largest professional
organization representing Ohio physicians, medical residents, and medical students, we write today in
support of Senate Bill 313, legislation which would require insurance and Medicaid coverage for scalp
cooling systems (“cold capping”) for individuals receiving cancer chemotherapy treatment.

Hair loss is one of the most visible and emotionally difficult side effects of chemotherapy, and its impact
on patients’ mental health and overall well-being should not be underestimated. In some cases, patients
may even hesitate to undergo recommended chemotherapy treatment for fear of potentially losing
their hair. Scalp cooling systems work by reducing blood flow to the scalp during treatment, which can
significantly reduce chemotherapy-induced hair loss. While the degree of effectiveness varies by
individual and scalp cooling is not appropriate for every cancer type or treatment regimen, it has shown
meaningful benefit for many patients and represents an important supportive care option that
physicians may recommend as part of a comprehensive treatment plan.

OSMA is pleased to offer our support for SB 313 as a meaningful step toward expanding access to
supportive cancer care for all Ohioans, including those covered by Medicaid who may face the greatest
financial barriers to accessing this technology. When patients are supported in maintaining their quality
of life throughout treatment, they are more likely to remain engaged in and compliant with their
prescribed course of care. Insurance and Medicaid coverage of scalp cooling systems is a commonsense
measure that can make a real difference for Ohio’s cancer patients and the physicians who care for
them.

Thank you for your consideration of our remarks. As always, we appreciate the opportunity to be
meaningful contributors to the legislative process. Please contact us should you have any questions.
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