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Chairman Romanchuk, Vice Chair Huffman, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the
committee, thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate Bill 313.

We are submitting this testimony based on our family’s current experience navigating breast
cancer treatment in Ohio.

Jennifer is currently undergoing chemotherapy treatment for breast cancer at The James Cancer
Hospital. As part of her treatment, she has utilized scalp cooling therapy throughout
chemotherapy to reduce treatment-related hair loss.

While scalp cooling may sometimes be viewed as cosmetic, our experience has shown that it is
much more than that. For many patients, hair loss is the moment cancer becomes visible to the
rest of the world. For younger women balancing careers, parenting, and treatment
simultaneously, preserving some sense of normalcy and identity during chemotherapy can have a
meaningful impact on emotional well-being and quality of life.

Jennifer is currently on her ninth chemotherapy treatment and has retained the majority of her
hair through scalp cooling. This has made treatment a little easier by allowing her to feel more
like herself and more comfortable in public during chemotherapy.

Breast cancer is increasingly affecting younger women during their prime working and family-
raising years. Many patients continue working, caring for children, and participating in daily life
throughout treatment whenever possible. Supportive care that helps patients maintain dignity and
confidence during treatment should not be viewed as a luxury available only to those who can
afford substantial out-of-pocket costs.

Coverage under Senate Bill 313 could help improve patient access to scalp cooling technology
while reducing the financial burden placed on families already facing significant medical
expenses. As coverage becomes more standardized, broader adoption by hospital systems and
oncology practices may also improve access for future patients across Ohio.

We respectfully ask the committee to support Senate Bill 313 and help ensure that supportive
oncology care is accessible to more Ohio patients regardless of financial circumstance.

Thank you for your consideration.
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