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Chair Romanchuk, Vice Chair Huffman, Ranking Member Liston, and members of the Senate
Medicaid Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony in support of Senate Bill
387.

My name is Willa Bluestone, and | serve as the Director of Policy for Ohio Life Sciences Association,
the statewide trade organization representing Ohio’s life sciences ecosystem, including
biotechnology, biopharmaceutical, medical device, diagnostics, research, and biomanufacturing
organizations across the state.

Senate Bill 387 helps expand access to precision medicine tools that can improve patient care,
reduce unnecessary medication trial-and-error, and support more informed prescribing decisions
for Ohio Medicaid patients experiencing depression and anxiety.

Pharmacogenomic, or PGx, testing evaluates how an individual’s genetics may impact the way they
metabolize or respond to certain medications. For many patients, especially those struggling with
mental health conditions, finding the right medication can be a long and difficult journey involving
multiple prescriptions, dosage changes, side effects, and delays in achieving stability.

A 2022 study published in the Journal of the American Medical Association shows that initial
antidepressant remission rates are only approximately 30% with first-line treatment, meaning
many patients have to cycle through multiple medications before finding an effective option.
Studies have also shown that PGx-guided prescribing can reduce the likelihood of patients
receiving medications with significant gene-drug interactions.

This legislation takes a thoughtful and targeted approach. Senate Bill 387 limits coverage to
situations where:
- aMedicaid enrollee has been diagnosed with depression or anxiety;

- a treating prescriber is considering a medication change, dose adjustment, or
augmentation; and

- the medication involved has a known gene-drug interaction and the test is already covered
under an applicable Medicare local coverage determination.

Importantly, the bill also maintains guardrails for Medicaid managed care organizations by allowing
prior authorization requirements while establishing standards intended to reduce unnecessary
administrative burden and delays in care.
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As Ohio continues to strengthen its leadership in healthcare innovation, biotechnology, and
precision medicine, policies like Senate Bill 387 help ensure that patients can benefit from
advances that are already being integrated into clinical care across the country.

This legislation is ultimately about improving outcomes for Ohioans living with mental health
conditions and supporting clinicians with additional evidence-based tools to make informed
treatment decisions.

Chairman Romanchuk and Members of the Senate Medicaid Committee, thank you again for the
opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill 387, and | would be happy to answer any questions.
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