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Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and
members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide
sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 297, legislation | am proud to
introduce alongside my joint sponsor, Senator Smith.

This bill addresses a growing concern across Ohio related to the resale
of electricity through submetering, a practice increasingly common in
multi-unit housing, student apartments, and condominium complexes.
Under current law, tenants who receive electricity from submetering
companies often fall outside the same consumer protections and
affordability programs available to other Ohioans who receive their
power directly from regulated utilities. Senate Bill 297 seeks to bring
fairness, transparency, and accountability to this process while ensuring
that submetering customers, who are often renters, students, or low-
income residents, are not left behind.

The legislation clarifies that electric submetering companies are not
classified as public utilities but establishes clear requirements they must
follow to protect consumers. It ensures that submetering companies
cannot charge tenants more than they would pay under their local
electric light company’s standard service offer, and it extends eligibility
for Ohio’s Percentage of Income Payment Plan to customers who



receive electricity through submetering arrangements, ensuring that
affordability programs reach every qualifying household regardless of
how their electricity is delivered. In addition, the bill requires
submetering companies to register every two years with the Public
Utilities Commission of Ohio, disclose their pricing and disconnection
procedures, and comply with the same basic service disconnection
protections that apply to other providers.

These provisions are about basic fairness. Every Ohioan deserves
transparency in billing, access to consumer protections, and an
opportunity to participate in programs that help them maintain essential
services, especially during challenging economic times. Our goal with
Senate Bill 297 is not to burden legitimate business operations, but to
create a level playing field where consumers are treated equitably and
companies operate with clear, reasonable standards.

Chair Wilkin and members of the committee, | respectfully ask for your
thoughtful consideration and support of this legislation, which represents
a practical step toward ensuring fairness and consumer protection for all
Ohioans. Thank you for your time and for the work you do on behalf of
our state. | would be happy to answer any questions the committee may
have.



