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Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chairman Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora and members of the
Public Utilities Committee. | greatly appreciate the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony in
support of SB 297 which would finally provide guidelines for submetering companies that will
protect consumers, provide a framework of oversight, and allow these companies to operate.

Background

In October 2013, the Columbus Dispatch ran an investigative series called the Shocking Cost
investigation which detailed various abuses by submetering arrangements. Since that news
series, many pieces of legislation have been introduced in the Ohio General Assembly, but none
have become law. As a result of the legislature’s failure to act, the submetering companies and
utilities have been in a constant state of litigation with each other at the PUCO and the Ohio
Supreme Court.

Overview of the Leqislation

Senate Bill 297 attempts to do a variety of things:

. It modernizes the legal definition of submetering companies.

. It extends consumer friendly programs like the PIPP program to submetering customers.
. It allows the PUCO to provide reasonable oversight and enforcement of submetering
companies for the benefit of Ohio consumers.

. It creates some basic consumer protections for submetering customers.

These changes will be good for Ohioans but bad for attorneys who practice within the public
utility space. The other important thing to be considered is that this would be the first laws in
this policy area. While our hope is to ensure that Senate Bill 297 is both pro-business and pro-
consumer, it will probably need updates in the future.

So let’s take the first step.

Thank you Chairman and members of the Committee for this opportunity to start the discussion
about submetering companies. Senator Craig and | will be happy to answer any questions.



