Opponent Testimony on House Bill 173

Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member Craig, and members of the Senate
Public Utilities Committee:

My name is Michelle Starr, CEO - Be Brown Brave LLC, Council Member for the Village of
Woodlawn and a community advocate for utility affordability and fairness.

| respectfully urge caution and opposition to House Bill 173 unless stronger consumer
protections are included. Across Southwest Ohio, many residents are already struggling

with rising utility bills, fixed charges, rider fees, and concerns about billing transparency.
Low-energy households (using less than 750 kWh on a monthly average) such as: seniors,
single parents, and renters of small spaces should not face additional financial risks from
policies that may shift costs away from certain customers and onto others.

As you, the responsible body, evaluate HB 173, | strongly request the Committee to

explore my solution of usage-based and conditional billing approaches that better

align customer costs with actual energy consumption while protecting low-energy
households. | also encourage the Committee to ensure that affordability, accountability,

and consumer protections remain the priority. Ohio families deserve utility policies that are
transparent, equitable, and do not further burden those who are already struggling to keep
the lights on.

Thank you for your consideration.

Michelle Starr
Council Member, Village of Woodlawn



