
June 7, 2026  
 
Testimony to: The Ohio Senate Public Utilities Committee 
 
From:   Julia Sterkovsky, home owner and voter of Fremont, Ohio 
 
Re:  HB 173-  All Ohioans, whether they rent or own their home, 

should have the same utility protections and rights.   
 
 
In April of this year, the Ohio Supreme Court ruled that electric submetering 
companies, like Nationwide Energy Partners, are public utilities. This means 
that the court has found that submetered customers are now due the same 
protections and rights as someone who would be serviced from AEP, Duke, 
AES, or FirstEnergy.  
 
However, submetering companies are now asking Ohio lawmakers to reduce 
oversight and weaken consumer protections under House Bill 173. 
 
I urge lawmakers to preserve the Supreme Court of Ohio’s landmark decision 
in In re Complaint of Ohio Power Co. v. Nationwide Energy Partners, 
L.L.C, which held that companies reselling electricity to apartment tenants 
are public utilities subject to regulation by the Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio (PUCO).  
 
All Ohioans, whether they rent or own their home, should have the same 
robust utility protections and rights.   
 
 
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.supremecourt.ohio.gov%2Frod%2Fdocs%2Fpdf%2F0%2F2026%2F2026-ohio-1406.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CWilliam.Ferriot%40occ.ohio.gov%7Cb36f2ff641954e7bed6608deb2c2ea15%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C639144747388960442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MVFv814WzoEytjphfVqTtv5f%2BQ0SXJAjM8z3NxhnAWg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.supremecourt.ohio.gov%2Frod%2Fdocs%2Fpdf%2F0%2F2026%2F2026-ohio-1406.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CWilliam.Ferriot%40occ.ohio.gov%7Cb36f2ff641954e7bed6608deb2c2ea15%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C639144747388960442%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MVFv814WzoEytjphfVqTtv5f%2BQ0SXJAjM8z3NxhnAWg%3D&reserved=0

