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Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the 
Public Utilities Committee: 
 
My name is John Seryak, and I am the founder of Runnerstone, an energy consultancy 
providing accurate, unbiased information on energy policy, regulations, and market 
matters, and also Go Sustainable Energy, which provides energy management advice to 
customers. I serve as the energy engineer to both The Ohio Manufacturers’ Association 
(OMA) and the OMA Energy Group, and it is on the OMA’s behalf that I testify today. 
 
As currently drafted, the new sub bill (-3) brings commercial and industrial customers into 
the residential submetering debate and threatens competitive markets by prohibiting or 
restricting the construction and submetering of behind-the-meter projects or advanced 
energy resources on the nonresidential customers’ properties. By defining “submetered 
utility service” to include a service or benefit from an advanced energy resource and 
electric service to nonresidential customers (lines 64-66), the sub bill risks undoing some 
of the great progress made toward improving competitive markets and on-site generation 
through H.B. 15. 
 
With the change in definition, it appears that the following provisions are not limited to 
submetering providers who serve residential tenants and would also apply to commercial 
customers: Sections 4905.02, 4905.10, 4933.51, 4933.52, 4933.53, 4933.552, 4933.553, 
4933.554, 4933.65, 4933.651, and 4933.66. 
 
More specifically, the new section prohibits conversions of existing commercial buildings to 
submetered properties behind a master meter on a commercial property (lines 361-368).  
Not only would this result in the prohibition of adding new technologies behind the meter, 
including demand response and energy-efficiency measures, it would prevent businesses 
from serving separately metered buildings on its own campus, in an industrial park, in a 
warehouse, or to unrelated or affiliated companies under one roof or on the same property.  
 
Notably, the new section would also prevent existing commercial and industrial customers 
from adding behind-the-meter generation that is submetered (including fuel cells, SMRs, 
solar facilities, and batteries).  This would result in discriminatory treatment to existing 
customers in favor of new customers and new construction.  
 
Section 4905.10 would also require all commercial properties that submeter utility services 
to now pay an assessment to the PUCO, increasing costs to businesses (lns164-166 and 
234). 
 
At a time of surging energy costs facing Ohio businesses and a push for large customers 
to supply their own generation and become more efficient, the OMA urges the Senate 
Public Utilities Committee to remove the provisions that will result in the unintentional 
consequence of prohibiting or restricting the construction and submetering of behind-the-
meter projects or inclusion of advanced energy resources and initiatives on the 
nonresidential customers’ properties. To accomplish this goal, OMA urges adoption of the 
amendment attached to this testimony, AM_136_2828. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this testimony. I would be happy to answer any 
questions. 
 



Amendment No. AM_136_2828

Sub. H. B. No. 173

l_136_3230-3

__________________________ moved to amend as follows:

In line 63, delete "the customers' locations" and insert "a property 

serving tenants or mixed use community with more than two dwelling units"

In line 66, delete "to nonresidential customers"

The motion was __________ agreed to.

SYNOPSIS

Submetered utility service definition

R.C. 4905.02(A)(6)

Revises the definition of "submetered utility service" to 

mean certain services provided, constructed, or installed at a 

point after public utility services are delivered to the 

utility's metered points of delivery at a property serving 

tenants or mixed use community with more than two dwelling 

units, rather than at a point after services are delivered to 
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the utility's metered points of delivery at the customers' 

location.

Includes electric service that is provided, constructed, 

or installed at a point as described above as a "submetered 

utility service" rather than electric service "to nonresidential 

customers."
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