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Chair Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member Demora, and members of the
committee. My name is Nolan Rutschilling, Managing Director of Energy Policy for the Ohio
Environmental Council Action Fund. Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent
testimony on House Bill 173.

The OEC Action Fund supports clean, affordable, and reliable energy for all Ohioans. We
also support strong consumer protections and meaningful oversight of entities that
provide utility services to Ohio families.

We oppose House Bill 173 because it would limit the opportunity for stronger consumer
protections and accountability that emerged from the Ohio Supreme Court’s recent
decision.

In April, the Court concluded that NEP’s submetering operations are subject to PUCO
regulation and oversight and remanded the matter to the Commission for further action.
The decision opened the door to greater PUCO oversight of submetered utility providers
and the potential for stronger consumer protections and accountability.

House Bill 173 moves Ohio in the opposite direction. The bill has been described as a
consumer protection measure. We agree that consumer protections should exist. The
question before this committee is whether Ohio consumers will receive the full protections
available under Ohio utility law or a narrower set of protections created specifically for this
industry.

Many Ohioans living in submetered properties have long been denied the same consumer
protections available to traditional utility customers. Rather than extending those
protections, HB 173 creates a separate regulatory framework for submetered utility
providers and their customers.

Ohio consumers should not receive fewer rights simply because they live in housing that
was set up through a behind the meter provider, rather then connecting directly to the
utility. If an entity is selling electricity to Ohio families, those families deserve the same
consumer protections available to every other Ohio utility customer. Now is the time to
ensure consumers are protected — don't take us backward.

For these reasons we respectfully urge the Committee to reject House Bill 173.



Thank you for the opportunity to testify. | would be happy to answer any questions.
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