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Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chair Reineke, Ranking Member DeMora, and members of the Senate
Public Utilities Committee:

My name is Rob Brantman, and | serve as Chief Executive Officer of Standard Power. Standard
Power Nova LLC develops and operates advanced data processing infrastructure, providing
Infrastructure-as-a-Service solutions for clients engaged in blockchain mining, high-performance
computing, and other data-intensive applications. In Ohio, we operate facilities in Coshocton
and work closely with our customers to provide secure, reliable, and cost-effective colocation
and server management services, including participation in several grid stability programs.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on Substitute House Bill 173.

At its core, HB 173 was introduced to provide regulatory certainty for behind-the-meter utility
service providers by establishing registration requirements and providing important consumer
protections designed to ensure that residential customers are not charged more than the cost of
utility service provided by the local utility.

Standard Power supports the original version of HB 173 as passed by the Ohio House. We
believe the introduced legislation appropriately balanced consumer protections with the need for
regulatory clarity and economic development. However, the substitute version significantly
expands the scope of the legislation beyond its original intent by creating a comprehensive
regulatory, compliance, and enforcement framework administered by the Public Ultilities
Commission of Ohio (PUCO).

Specifically, the substitute bill broadens the definition and application of "behind-the-meter utility
service" under proposed Revised Code Sections 4905.90 through 4905.99. Among other
changes, the substitute language expands coverage to certain condominium arrangements,
establishes additional registration and reporting requirements, creates new compliance plan
obligations, and authorizes PUCO investigations, enforcement actions, and penalties. The
substitute bill also adds provisions requiring utilities to provide online calculation tools for
residential billing and imposes additional administrative requirements on providers.

While we appreciate the goal of protecting residential consumers, we are concerned that these
expanded regulatory requirements may create unnecessary compliance burdens for businesses
that rely on behind-the-meter utility arrangements. The original legislation provided a workable
framework that clarified legal authority while maintaining appropriate consumer safeguards. The
substitute version risks creating uncertainty and additional costs to businesses that could
discourage investment and development in Ohio.

Accordingly, we respectfully suggest an amendment to clarify that landlords, property managers,
condominium associations, and third-party submetering companies that allocate and bill



electricity usage within multi-unit residential or mixed-use properties are providers of
submetered utility service and subject to PUCO oversight. Such clarification would further the
original purpose of the legislation by providing certainty regarding the legal status of
submetering operations while preserving consumer protections and allowing businesses to have
behind-the-meter arrangements that benefit their businesses and the electric grid.

HB 173 presents an important opportunity to establish a clear and predictable regulatory
framework for Ohio's submetering industry. Regulatory certainty is essential for businesses
making long-term investment decisions, and a balanced approach can protect consumers and
property owners while supporting economic growth and infrastructure development throughout
the state.

Standard Power appreciates the Committee's consideration of this issue and looks forward to
working with stakeholders to ensure that HB 173 achieves its intended purpose. We encourage
continued discussion on Substitute Bill 173 and support efforts to advance legislation that
provides clarity, consistency, and a stable regulatory environment for Ohio businesses.

Thank you for your time and consideration of the committee



