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Chairman and Members of the Committee,

My name is Tom Sherman. I am a certified drone operator, the Pilot in Command for drone
operations at the Reno Volunteer Fire Department, and a community responder based in
Reno, Ohio. I own MOV Drone Workz, a small business that provides aerial photography,
mapping, and emergency support services across the Mid-Ohio Valley. I also serve as the
National Director of Operations and Training for Pet Search Alliance, a nonprofit that assists
local residents and first responders in locating missing pets and livestock.

Our Work in the Community
In my roles with both MOV Drone Workz and the Reno Volunteer Fire Department, I work
directly with fire chiefs, deputies, and animal control officers on searches that make a
difference in people’s lives. These missions include locating lost family pets, tracking livestock
that has wandered off during severe weather, and supporting emergency scenes with aerial
oversight.

Through aerial thermal imaging and mapping, we have located animals and hazards that
would have otherwise gone unseen. Drones give us the ability to cover large areas quickly
and safely, saving time, manpower, and sometimes lives. These same tools help us identify
hotspots during fire incidents, monitor search grids, and maintain situational awareness for
responders on the ground.

How SB 180 Would Affect Us
Senate Bill 180 would prohibit public entities in Ohio from purchasing or using drones made or
assembled by what’s called a “covered foreign entity.” In practical terms, that includes nearly
every affordable and proven drone platform currently in service with local departments.

If enacted, this bill would ground most of Ohio’s existing first responder drone fleets overnight.
It would also disrupt rescue and inspection programs that rely on this technology, particularly
in rural and volunteer departments that operate on limited budgets. The few U.S.-made
alternatives currently available are several times more expensive and often lack the proven
reliability and advanced features we depend on.

This legislation would also impact schools that use drones for STEM programs, limiting
student exposure to valuable technology and career paths. The overall result would be slower
emergency response, higher costs, and reduced community readiness.



The Reality on the Ground
As a certified pilot and active first responder, I understand and respect the need for data
security and responsible equipment use. The drones we use for public safety missions can
operate completely offline, with all data stored locally and securely. The risk that this bill aims
to address can already be managed through proper training, local control, and security
protocols.

Replacing this equipment would not only waste taxpayer dollars but would also cripple the
response capabilities of small departments and volunteer teams like ours. The current
platforms are safe, dependable, and critical for maintaining public safety across the state.

A Smarter Approach
Instead of banning entire categories of drones based on origin, Ohio could develop
standardized cybersecurity protocols and operational guidelines for all public agencies. This
approach would keep sensitive data secure without removing the vital tools that help us
protect both people and animals. With clear standards and pilot accountability, Ohio can
balance safety, security, and practicality.

Closing Thoughts
I appreciate the intent behind Senate Bill 180, but as someone who works directly in public
safety, I believe it would unintentionally make Ohio less prepared and less safe. It would slow
down emergency response, increase costs, and limit educational opportunities.

On behalf of MOV Drone Workz, the Reno Volunteer Fire Department, Pet Search Alliance,
and the many responders and volunteers who rely on this technology to serve their
communities, I respectfully urge the Committee to oppose SB 180 or amend it in a way that
preserves both operational readiness and responsible drone use.

Thank you for your time and for the work you do to serve the people of Ohio.

Sincerely,
Tom Sherman
Owner, MOV Drone Workz
National Director of Operations and Training, Pet Search Alliance
Pilot in Command, Drone Operations – Reno Volunteer Fire Department
Reno, Ohio
tom@movdroneworkz.com
740-434-7699


