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Dear Members of the Ohio Senate Transportation Committee, My name is Erik Joyce, and |
currently serve as the coordinator and lead pilot for the Fairview Park Police Department’s
Drone Program. | appreciate the opportunity to provide written testimony regarding Senate
Bill 180, which seeks to prohibit public entities from purchasing or using unmanned aircraft
systems manufactured or assembled by a “covered foreign entity.” While | understand and
respect the intent of strengthening national security and data integrity, | must strongly urge the
committee to reconsider this legislation as currently written. Impact on Public Safety

The Fairview Park Police Department relies on DJI drones, which are currently the only
cost-effective, reliable, and mission-capable platforms available to small and mid-sized public
safety agencies. These drones are essential tools for search and rescue operations,
accident reconstruction, hazardous materials incidents, crime scene documentation,
and tactical situational awareness. American-made alternatives have been thoroughly
evaluated by myself and other agencies within the Westshore Enforcement Bureau—and
unfortunately, the technology is not comparable. Domestic systems consistently suffer from
shorter flight times, unreliable obstacle avoidance, inferior imaging quality, and overall
instability in field use. Most importantly, the cost of American-made drones can be three to
five times higher than equivalent DJI systems, often exceeding $25,000 per aircraft for a
configuration that still delivers substandard performance. Fiscal Consequences

For a department of our size, that cost difference is simply unsustainable. If Senate Bill 180
were enacted as written, it would effectively shutter our drone program, eliminating a vital
capability that directly protects both officers and citizens. The same outcome would occur for
dozens of smaller law enforcement, fire, and emergency management agencies throughout
Ohio. We operate on limited budgets, often purchasing equipment through grants or
shared-resource programs. Requiring exclusive use of American-made systems would not
only divert scarce taxpayer dollars away from other critical needs, but would also reduce
operational readiness statewide. Data Security Considerations

Our agency, like many others, uses local storage, offline operation, and secure network
transfer protocols for all drone imagery and data. DJI aircraft can operate entirely offline with
SD-card capture, meaning there is no data transmission to outside networks unless
intentionally enabled. We follow strict evidence retention and cybersecurity policies that fully
mitigate risk. Closing Statement



| urge the committee to consider an amendment that focuses on secure operational policies
and data handling standards rather than outright prohibitions based on country of
manufacture. Banning these aircraft would not enhance public safety—it would compromise it.
Thank you for your time and for considering the real-world implications of this bill on Ohio’s
first responders and the communities we serve. Respectfully submitted,

Erik Joyce

Drone Program Coordinator / Patrolman
Fairview Park Police Department
Erik@westshoredrone.com
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