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October 28, 2025

Chairman Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer, Ranking Member Antonio, and members of the
Senate Transportation Committee:

My name is Jason Conklin; | am the Deputy Chief of the Lindsey Volunteer Fire
Department (Sandusky County) and the Team Leader of our drone team. | have been a
member of the fire department for over 30 years. | can confidently say this drone is the
most valuable mission critical piece of equipment our department has ever purchased.

On behalf of the Lindsey Volunteer Fire Department, | am writing to express our strong
opposition to Senate Bill 180 (SB 180) of the 136th General Assembly, titled “To enact
section 5501.84 of the Revised Code to prohibit the purchase of small unmanned aircraft
systems manufactured or assembled by a covered foreign entity.”

As a fire department serving our community in Ohio, we are committed to ensuring the
safety and welfare of our residents, and we believe SB 180 would severely hamper our
ability to operate effectively using drone technology.

The Lindsey Volunteer Fire Department is a proactive and progressive department, and
we are continually evaluating our operations and equipment looking for better ways to
save lives and property within our communities. Over two years ago, the department
saw how a drone would elevate the services our department provides for our
communities.

The department spent several months researching the different types of drones
available based mainly on cost versus capabilities specific to our operational needs. By
far, a Chinese made drone by DJI was superior in both cost and technical features.

Our department’s merger budget does not allow purchases of this magnitude. We spent
the next 12 months applying for grants and asking for donations to cover the cost of the
drone and the associated equipment needed to start a drone program. In July 2025, the
department launched our drone team.

As you will read below, if Senate Bill 180 (SB 180) passes, grounding all foreign made
aircraft, it would immediately impact on our ability to respond efficiently and effectively
in life saving situations. Below are a few examples of the types of calls our team has
responded to:

e House fires, barns fires, and field fires. The drone’s thermal camera is used to see
hot spots and potential fire spread. The high-definition camera gives incident
commanders a bird’s eye view of the entire scene to make strategic decisions for
resource deployment and provide overwatch for any potential safety issues.
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e A motorcycle accident at night where the passenger of the motorcycle was
believed to have been thrown from the motorcycle. We deployed the drone and
using the thermal camera were able to search a large area roughly a quarter mile
quickly.

e Our team also traveled over 2.5 hours to assist another county in locating an
elderly woman with dementia that had become lost after wondering away from
her home.

e Because of our proximity to Lake Eire, our team was called to help look for a boat
that had become stranded several miles offshore with several people onboard.

As you can see these are just a few examples of the capabilities of the drone paired with
our trained pilots. The drone has been a huge force multiplier for our department on an
increasing number of calls.

If this bill is passed, our department DOES NOT have the funding to purchase another
drone. Additionally, it would be extremely hard for us to request grants and donations
for something we just had funded. The reality is our drone team would be forced to stop
operations and not resume for the foreseeable future.

We respectfully ask you consider we are using our drone for life saving missions, not
sensitive security missions. If security is a focus, there are an exponentially larger
number of phones, tablets, and other devices used daily as compared to drone flights.

We urge you to consider the immediate operational impacts this bill would have on fire
departments and first-responding agencies across the state as you review SB 180.

Thank you for your consideration of our perspective. Our mission is to protect lives and
property — we ask you to stop this legislation.

Jason Conklin

Deputy Chief
419-680-4026
jconklin@lindseyfire.org
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