(LAUVSI

October 29, 2025

Re: Support for Ohio SB 180
Chairman Patton and members of the Senate Transportation Committee,

My name is Mason Sisk, and | serve as Director of Government Affairs at the Association
for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International (AUVSI), the world’s largest nonprofit
organization dedicated to the advancement of uncrewed systems and robotics. AUVSI
represents a broad coalition of drone manufacturers, component suppliers, enterprise
users, and public safety agencies committed to strengthening the U.S. drone industry and
ensuring national security.

We appreciate the opportunity to express our strong support for Senate Bill 180, which
would transition state and local agencies away from operating small unmanned aircraft
systems (sUAS) manufactured or assembled by a “covered foreign adversary.” This
legislation is a critical step toward safeguarding Ohio’s public safety infrastructure and
aligning with national efforts to reduce reliance on drones from adversarial nations.

Why SB 180 Matters

As outlined in AUVSI’s Partnership for Drone Competitiveness white paper, the U.S.
drone industry faces existential threats from foreign-subsidized competition—particularly
from Chinese companies like DJI, which dominate the global market through unfair trade
practices, including government-backed subsidies and “dumping” 1. These practices
have:

Undermined U.S. drone manufacturers and component suppliers;

Created cybersecurity vulnerabilities in public safety and critical infrastructure;
Enabled foreign influence over sensitive data collected by drones;

Stifled domestic innovation and workforce development.

SB 180 addresses these concerns by restricting procurement of drones from entities that
pose national security risks, aligning Ohio with federal actions taken by the Department of
Defense, Department of Homeland Security, and other agencies. Multiple U.S. government
agencies, including the Departments of Defense, Treasury, Commerce, Homeland
Security, and the FBI, have stated that the continued reliance on drones from the People's
Republic of China (PRC) poses a risk to national security.

It wasin 2017 that the US military first began removing these systems from their arsenal. In
the past two years alone, we have seen Congress enact the American Security Drone Act
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https://www.auvsi.org/advocacy/advocacy-initiatives/partnership-for-drone-competitiveness/white-paper/

(ASDA) of 2023 and the Countering CCP Drones Act of 2024 as part of the FY25 NDAA.
While the ASDA restricts federal agencies from acquiring certain foreign-made drones, the
Countering CCP Drones Act will very likely prohibit the two largest Chinese drone
manufacturers from selling new products in the United States within the year as they are
placed on the Federal Communications Commissions’ (FCC) Covered List.

These moves also recognize that placing operating software on top of adversary hardware
is not an acceptable solution. The underlying hardware, firmware, and access to the
platforms is granted by the adversarial companies and could be shut off without warning.

Recommendations for Strengthening SB 180

While we support the bill’s intent, AUVSI recommends the following amendments to
ensure the legislation is effective, enforceable, and alighed with best practices:

e Clarify the Definition of “Covered Foreign Adversary” We recommend aligning
the definition with federal designations, such as the Department of Defense’s
1260H list of “Chinese Military Companies” and the FCC’s Covered List. This
ensures consistency and avoids ambiguity.

o Additionally, you could simply require that sUAS procured and operated by
Ohio state and local agencies are fully compliant with the American Security
Drone Act of 2023

¢ Include a Transition Period and Waiver Authority To support public safety
agencies currently reliant on foreign drones, we suggest including a reasonable
transition period and waiver authority for specific use cases where no domestic
alternative exists. The authority to issue waivers under exigent circumstances
should be made by the Secretary of State’s Office and should be reported to the
General Assembly. As written, the bill prohibits the operation of these platforms
beginning May 1, 2027. This may be too short of a timeline to get the full useful life of
drones currently in the state’s inventory.

¢ Incentivize Procurement of Secure U.S.-Made Drones In addition to the
provisions transitioning Ohio’s state and local agencies away from adversarial
drones, AUVSI encourages Ohio to explore complementary policies such as:
o State-level grant programs for first responders to replace these insecure
drones;
o Taxincentives for agencies and enterprises purchasing U.S.-made drones;
o Partnerships with U.S. drone manufacturers to support local economic
development.

e Cybersecurity Standards and Supply Chain Integrity We recommend
incorporating voluntary consensus standards for drone cybersecurity, such as
Green UAS, to ensure trust, integrity, and availability of data collected by drones.



e Drone Replacement Grant Program Lastly, we encourage you to consider
dedicating funds for the replacement of non-compliant drones. Earlier this year, HB
96 was enacted, which included $2.5M for the Drones for First Responders Pilot
Program under Section 755.20. Among the eligibility requirements, any UAS
purchased through the program shall not originate from a country or entity that has
been deemed a national security risk by the United States Secretary of State. This
pilot program can serve as a model for future investments to aid first responders,
particularly in rural areas, in transitioning to systems compliant with ASDA.

Conclusion

Ohio has established itself as a leaderin embracing UAS and ensuring the industry can
thrive in the state. SB 180 is a vital step toward protecting Ohio’s public safety and
advancing U.S. leadership in drone technology. By adopting targeted amendments, the bill
can more effectively promote a secure, competitive, and resilient drone ecosystem. The
inclusion of a targeted grant program to assist in replacing non-compliant drones will help
minimize operational disruption and ease cost concerns while prioritizing national
security.

| want to thank the committee for its leadership and urge the passage of SB 180 with the
additional amendments listed above.

Respectfully submitted,

Mason Sisk
Director, Government Affairs
AUVSI



Appendix: Examples from Other States

Florida - FDLE Drone Replacement Grant Program

e Origin: Enacted via Section 30 of Senate Bill 2502 (2023), amending Section 934.50
of the Florida Statutes.

¢ Funding: $25 million in nonrecurring funds appropriated by the Florida Legislature.

e Administration: Florida Department of Law Enforcement (FDLE).

e Eligibility: Local law enforcement agencies that relinquish non-compliant drones.

e Reimbursement: Up to $25,000 per drone replaced. Relinquished drones are sent
to the Florida Center for Cybersecurity at USF for analysis.

e Example: Lakeland Police Department received $125,000 to replace five Chinese-

manufactured drones grounded due to statutory mandates.

North Dakota — Drone Replacement Program (DRP)

e Origin: Authorized under Section 14 of Senate Bill 2018, passed during the 69th
Legislative Assembly.

e Funding: $9 million from the Strategic Investment and Improvements Fund.

e Administration: Northern Plains UAS Test Site (NPUASTS) in partnership with the
ND Department of Commerce.

e Eligibility: State agencies and educational institutions owning drones before
January 1, 2025. Note: Local law enforcement agencies are not currently eligible.

e Compliance Focus: Replaces drones that fail to meet standards under the
American Security Drone Act (ASDA) and NDAA 2024.

o Benefits: NDAA-compliant replacements, training, and integration support. Non-

compliant drones are decommissioned or sold, with revenue returned to the state.

Virginia—- Unmanned Aircraft Trade and Replace Program

e Origin: Budget Item 394 #2c in HB1600 (2025 Conference Report), signed by
Governor Youngkin on May 2, 2025.


https://upstream.grantsoffice.com/Home/vw/g/vg/61834
https://www.npuasts.com/drone-replacement-program
https://budget.lis.virginia.gov/amendment/2025/1/HB1600/Introduced/CR/394/2c/

e Funding: $1 million in FY2025 from the general fund.

e Administration: Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services (DCJS), in
coordination with the Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security, Virginia
State Police, and statewide associations.

e Eligibility: Local law enforcement, fire departments, ambulance services, and other
first responders.

e Requirements:

o Agencies must relinquish drones manufactured or assembled by entities
domiciled in countries defined as foreign adversaries under Virginia Code §
55.1-507.
o Replacement drones must comply with Section 1822 of the FY2025 NDAA.
e Grant Limits: Up to $25,000 per drone, based on replacement cost.
e Distribution Goals: Funding will be geographically distributed, with priority given to

agencies that haven’t previously received support.

State Actions at a Glance
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Legislative
Branch
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State_Governm
ent_FINAL_11-

19-2024.pdf
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Virginia

Enacted
Legislation -
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grant only

May 2, 2025

394#2c (DCJS)
Local Drone

Replacement.
HB1600 -
Conference

Report

Yes - $1 million

This list is meant to be informative for the committee and may not be comprehensive.
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