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Chairman Patton, Vice Chair Schaffer, Ranking Member Antonio, and members of the Senate
Transportation Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding Senate Bill 180, which seeks to
prohibit the purchase and operation of small, unmanned aircraft systems (sUAS)
manufactured or assembled by entities deemed foreign adversaries by May 1, 2027.

My name is Scott Kiper, and | am the Asst. Fire Chief for the Wooster Division of Fire. | am
also the Officer in Charge of our sUAS (herein referred to as a drone) Team, which provides
drone services to both our Fire and Police Departments and surrounding areas.

While we as public safety drone teams appreciate the bill’s intent to protect sensitive data
and infrastructure from foreign threats, the operational and financial consequences of SB 180
as currently written would cause severe harm to existing public safety drone programs across
Ohio.

Almost all public safety drone programs in Ohio rely on Chinese-manufactured drones. The
platforms are reliable, easy to use, cost-effective, and technologically-advanced compared
to other manufacturers currently available. SB 180 would ban the equipment currently being
utilized by almost all public safety drone programs in Ohio. This will be done without having a
cost-effective alternative available for purchase. In addition, what is available as a



replacement is far inferior in technology. These unfunded mandates would literally ground
the vast majority of public safety drone programs in Ohio. The majority of our program was
funded by private donations. Without increasing these donations by over 500%, which will be
nearly impossible, our drone program will likely be discontinued.

Even with state or federal funding to assist in funding drone programs, the lack of advanced
technology available on the current market is a significant downgrade. The end result will
ultimately be risking the safety of the citizens and our crews due to the lack of advanced
technology available.

| believe the elimination of these Chinese-manufactured drones will set the public safety
programs back by years, as it will take multiple years for others to catch up with the current
available technology. However, at the very least, | believe this bill should be amended to
allow public safety programs to continue utilizing their fleets until a viable replacement
system with the same technology is available. In addition, there will need to be a funding
source for replacement of these Chinese-manufactured drones. Smaller, rural departments
will not be able to fund a program at the current cost of the replacement systems.

A statewide working group of public safety officials, industry experts, and cyber-security
professionals should be established to evaluate how to continue advancing with world of
public safety drone programs without downgrades in technology and significant increases in
cost.

The thought process behind SB 180 is well-intended, but would have drastically have a
negative impact on Ohio’s public safety drone programs. Without further input concerning
timelines, funding sources, and advanced technology by approved manufacturers, this
legislation will effectively ground most public safety drone programs and put lives at risk.

| respectfully ask the committee to oppose SB 180 as it is currently written or amend the bill

to protect Ohio’s public safety operations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully Submitted

Asst. Fire Chief Scott Kiper

Wooster Division of Fire



